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non-aligned assaQ 11.11. plan 

f “zJSf *^’”'** ®***™ 

* ’2S2?.!^ dotcm^ ^ fatore of Wcsunn Sahara <irew Etndcflt 

• feSsario oaripaali g mov ement and non- 

Secreiafy-Geoeral fevkr 

ISftoSSti is Sf *“<* proposed several 

^ digMlity that die occupying poi^, Morocco. 

anacMd Western Sahara in 1975 
• a^^ Mgywiiiip.btttteshadtofightawarwiihtfaePolBacioFHMit- 

SSSSiSSSlSf **• Penade CucHar-s report 

wmm m qr_wipflg ngqts to the child of a Saharan father bom intbc 

****?* residcnis of the territory 
fnw to l^^Polisano, the OtganisanoD of A&ican Unity — which 

Non-Aligned Movement 

Snrdieae atttm are too loose, and say the United Nations should relv 
stzioly Ob the lesteeiisas, ooDduezed by Spam in 1974. ^ 
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Bonib taigets has canying Jevvidi emigi^ 

BUDAPEST (AP) — A bomb exploded outside a bus canying Soviet 
Jews enngradng to Israel was attaaked at Budapest aiiport Monday, 
injuring two pedioemea and four passengers, the state news agency MTI 
rqsoned. The bomb, apparently set off by remote control, wrecked a 
ptriioe car accompanying the bm, MTI said, quoting Interior Minister 
Pe^ Boros. Tbe attack ocanred at 9:40 a.m. (0840 GMT). MTI said, 
giving no further details. Jews emigraiing from Soviet republics to Israel 
have used Budape s t as a transit point for more than a year. Monday’s 
r^xMted attack was the first word of any assault on tbe Jews since tbe 
re-<qieaing Eastern European ties with Isad in die past two years 
allowed Sovmt Jews to emigrate diiectly or through Hungary, Romania, 
Bulgaria and Chechoslovakia. They previously passed through the 
Austrian capital of Vieima. 



AraM In Alma Ata 


MOSCOW (AF) — PBlestme U- 
beratioa Organisation (PLO) 
Cbann^ Yasser Ara&t arrived 
in die Kazakhstan capital of 
A!ma.Ata Monday, TASS te- 
pGffted. Ihe Soviet news agency 
'said'Mr. Ara&t's visit is part 
Ins tour of Aaan countries that 
indudes China, Vietnam and 
Laos. TASS said Mr. Ara&t was 
sdieAded to meet Kaoakhstan 
PtesidetA Nursoltan Nazaxhayev. 
It gave no -oAer details of his 
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German afr crash toll 
rises to 28 

HEH>ELSERG, Germany (AP) 
— Pt^Boe Monday leids^ the 
death tdl frmn crash of a 
DC3 pime, saying 28 people 
fed. . Authorities had 27 
peo|de £ed in tbe crash Snnday 
near Hdddberg but the toll was 
. increased when it was discovered 
tteie'weie more people aboard 
the plane than orig^naDy tbougbL 
Thm were fonr sondvens. Au- 
tiiorities were investigating tiie 
cause of tbe crash. Tbe plane was 
operated by Ctessic Wings, a 
oonpa^ witiefa provides “nostal- 
gia” fli^bts to aviation bi^ 

Turkish troops kill 11 
rebel Kurds 

ANKARA (R) — Tozldsh tnx^ 
killed 11 separatist Kurdish rebels 
in a series of clashes in sootbeast- 
em Torkey, the semi-official- 
Anatolian news agency said Mon- 
day, It said tile dashtt with the 
' gnenillas of tiw ontiawed Knr- 
(fish Woikers Party (PKK) took 
place in a momitanioas area be- 
tween SoOian town in Btngol and 
Kn^ town ID Diyuhakir i»ovin^ 
dnx^ an operation ndncfa began 
on S^nxday. Rebel sources s^ 
the 11 were JcOled when IViildsb 
'fighter irianes bombed a guenilla 
camp id the region on Satorday. 
More than S^OO people have 
been kfil^ sinoe n^l984 when 
the PKK bhhehed a campaign for 
an indqiend^ Kurdish state in 
soDtfaeast Ttirkey. 

Egyptian held with 
sIcAen antiquities 

CAIRO (R) — A jeweller from 
Alexandria has been arrested on 
diaigra of possessing 3,158 stolen 
antiquities dating &om the Phar- 
aonic, Roman, and Islamic 
periods, security sources said 
Monday. said tbe pieces, 
mdndmg statnes, heads of sta- 
tues, gold and silver amnlets, 
textiles and stone weapons, 
qye ar ed on records at the Egyp- 
tian Org anfea tioD of Antiquities 
and bad been stolen from various 
places azomid tire country. 

Sudan, Ethiopia 
need 

1.5m tonnes of food 

NAIROBI (AP) -- Ethiopia and 
Sudan wiD need more than 1.5 
nuBjon tomes of food aid in 1992 
d^nte above average harvests 
tins year, a U.N. agency said 
Mon^. The U.N. Food and 
Agricoitme Organisation (FAO) 
said 6.1 mfifimi droughl victims. 
(Ssptooed peofde and demobilised 
soldiers and tbrir families in 
EtinofM win need 880,000 tonnes 
of emogency food. In Sudan, the 
agenqr said, 662,(K)0 twines of 
food will be needed to help feed 
7.1 mOliiDn victims of drought, 
war and natural calamities. Tbe 
PAO fovecast 19S^-92 production 
of major cereals in Sodan at 3.8 
mSfiou tonoes, 1.8 million tonnes 
more than in 1990-91. But it said 
27per cent of the population wiU 
stDi reqnira help. 

Aid flight turned 

backfrom 

Mogadishu 

NAIROBI (AP) — A Bel^an air 
foroe txanqxrrt [dane cazxi^ 
emergency aid to Somalia’s 
CTb affled c apita l was forced to 
tom ba^ Mmday by fitting 
aonnd die airport, aid officials 
said. Saleh Dabbak^ of th e Un- 
hed Children’s Fhnd (UNICEF) 
m Nai robi described Monday's 
figbting in Mogadishn as foe 
heaviest anoe November. "It is 
very intense with heavy shelling,'’ 
be said, adding tiiat forces loyal 
to Fteadent Alj Mahdi Moham- 
were - iggarentiy tiyii^.to 
^'PMptare the a ii port from troops 
General Mohammad Farr^ 
^de ed, chairman of the roling' 
United So ntaK C^tmgress Fluty. 


Palestinians press U.S. 
to act to avoid impasse 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian peace 
negotiators pressed foe United 
States Mon^y to step in and 
break tbe Mkldle East peace 
deaeflodt at tbe next round of 
Arab-Israeli negotiations in 
Washington. 

“Al^ugb we feel that the 
American position practically 
serves tbe Israeli objectives, vve 
believe that it is not too late for 
the U.S. to take a stand wfaidi 
would preserve the peace pro- 
cess," said Faisal A1 Husseini, 
overall bead of tbe Palestinian 
delegation. 

"It is clear that Israel is trying 
to make tbe most from this (U.S.) 
position of non-intervention to 
staD and delay, in addition to its 
practices on the grouid all 
aim at stripping tbe peace process 
of its crefobility." Mr. Husseini 
told lepOT te i s at an Arab East 
Jcfusalem news oonferenoe. 

The peace talks, jointly spon- 
sored by Washington and Mos- 
cow. were laimd^ on Oct. 30 
with a formal c^iening ceremony 
followed by brief bilateral talks hi 
Madrid. 

The talks resumed in Washing- 
ton but were adjomned last week 
after six days. Israel refused to 
accept tbe independent negotiat- 
ing status of the Palestinians. 

But all parties have agreed to 


retnm to Washington for a new 
round of talks opening on Jan. 7. 

Israel had insisted foat Palesti- 
nians and Jordanians take part as 
a joint delegation in talks on an 
interim period of self-rule for 
nearly two million Palestinians in 
the Israeli-occupied territories. 

PaJestioians, referring to an 
agreement with tbe United 
States, insisted they alone were 
entitled to talk wifo Israel about 
Palestinian issues while Jordan 
would discuss demarcation of 
their common border. 

Their negotiations never left 
tbe corridors of tbe U.S. State 
Department. 

"Attempting to neutralise the 
role of the co-sponsors is a vicria- 
tion of the agreement and is also 
a way in whifo foe process turned 
into a biased approadi in favour 
of Israel," delegation spokes- 
woman Hanan .A^lirawi said. 

Israeli Foreign Minister David 
told a pariiamentary com- 
mittee Monday he had proposed 
a compromise to foe United 
States over the impasse on who 
would participate in talks on in- 
terim self-rule for Palestinians in 
the oocufMed territories. 

Sources in the powerful foreign 
affiuis and defence committee 
said Mr. Levy had proposed foat 
all parties to foe talks accept the 


principle of a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation which will 
later divide into committees. 

Mr. Levy told parliament 
members ihat each committee 
will discuss issues relevant to it, 
the sources said. 

The Palestinian negotiators 
crossed from Jordan to the occu- 
pied West Bank on Sunday. They 
described thdr talks wifo foe 
Israelis as "exploratory meet- 
ings" and denied that they bad 
failed. 

Delegates accused Israel of 
trying to tmpedo peace talks by 
stalling during foe Washington 
talks and by stepfnng up Jev^ 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Israeli Prime Minister YHzbak 
Shamir fired what commentators 
called tbe opening shots in the 
1992 election campaign at a 
Likud meeting with a vehement 
attack on left-wing opponents 
who advocate giving occu- 
pied territories in return for 
peace with the Arabs. 

"The highest oMigation wifo 
tbe hipest priority which is now 
entrusted to the Likud... is to 
fight tbe political battle for foe 
safeguarding, security and vriiote- 
ness of the land of Israel,*' Mr. 
Shamir said in a speech late on 
Sunday. 


Shamir and Levy flex 
their muscles in Likud 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Prime 
Mmster Yltfoak Shamir Monday 
foowed his mosdes when hb 
Ukad Uoc early Monday over- 
whelmingly rejected an electoral 
reform proposal that would lead 
to direct election of the premier. 

The vote by foe oen^ com- 
mittee of the right-wing Likud 
was seen as a victory for tiie 
76-year-old leader, who bad 
appealed to delegates to oppose 
the bOl (bk page 2) 

But a vote on a separate pa^ 
issue demonstrated that Foreign 
hfinister David Levy, the leading 
moderate in Mr. Shamir’s cabinet 
on Arab-lsraeli peace moves, 
commands befiy support in foe 
Likud. 

Mr. Levy has been at odds wifo 
Mr. Shamir over the peace pro- 
cess since it was revi^ by tbe 
United States last March. 

He suffered a humiliation last 
October when Mr. Shamir de- 
cided to lead tbe Israeli del^rion 
to foe Madrid peace oonferenoe, 
effectively szdelimng Mr. Levy. 

But Mr. Levy demonstrated his 
political dout Sunday by muster- 
ing a S3-per cent majority of 
block passage of Likud's new 
constitution. Mr. Levy azgi^ 
that foe constitution was ill- 


prepared. 

The vote to blodc electoral 
refeffm was carried by 74 per cent 
after more than 10-bour meet- 
ing in Tei Aviv. 

Tbe omiunittee meeting was 
dosely watched here as a gnide- 
iwie to the balance of forces in 
Likud. Israeli newspapers inters 
preted tiie results to mean Mr. 
Siamn, by defiratixig the electoral 
reform, remains firmly in com- 
mand, but that Mr. Le^can also 
daim a power base. 

"It showed foat Shamir can run 
the govenunent without Levy but 
he can't run the Likud wifoout 
Levy. Levy has a veto," said in 
ohs^er. 

Mr. Levy, who pressed the 
government to enter peace talks 
when 1^. Shamir was reluctant, 
ts one oi the leading oontsdders 
to succeed the prime minister. 

"Everybody eulogised my 
camp. Tb^ said it didn’t exist, it 
was weakened, and here your 
eyes see reality,” Mr. Levy ex- 
ulted after the vote. 

Tte electota] reform issue rose 
out of wide^aead protests over 
tiie financial and political borset- 
rai“ 
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parties into his coalition 


Demjanjilk accuses Israel, 
U.S. of cold-blooded plot 

TEL AVTV (Agencies) — The 
Israeli defence lawyer for con- 
victed Nazi war criminal John 
Demjanjuk Monday accused 
Esiael and the United States of a 
“o^-Uooded plot” to conceal 
evidence that could prove his 
cheat’s timooence. 

Yoram Shefiel made the accusation 
during a sionny 4V^honr supreme 
court bearing on Mr. Demjanjuk's 
appeal of his oonvictioa and death 
sentence fix' being the camp gnaid 
known as "Ivan & Tenibfe." 

Prosecutor Michael Shaked denied 
Mr. Sheftel’s accusation, and tbe jns- 
tioes tbe defeoee lawyer of 

o^rer dramatisiiig the 71-year-oid De- 
mjanjok’s appeal. 

Mr. Demjanjuk. lookiog fit. in 
brawn ■*««** and a sweater, as 
he entered the court, fas hands hand- 
cufied in front. He told l e p on e ra ‘T 
feel good today” and then was silent 
dming die sessioa." 

Five jnstices beard Mr. Sbefiel’S 

' a ■ « ■ a 


in August, whifo be said U.S. offi- 
cials and {xosecuiors had hidden from 
the defence since 1978. 

Mr. Sbeftel says the testimony from 
more than 20 Ukrainian guards at the 

Tr ifthHftfca camp in Nazi-occupied Po- 
i«ivi shows the notoikus “Ivan die 
TeniUe" was not Mr. Demjanjuk but 
another man named Ivan Marchenko. 

Mr. Demjanjuk. a retired auto 
worker from the Seven HiHs suburb 
d Cleveland, ffloo, was ooericted m 
April 1988 of being the guard Ivan 
who operated m chambers at TVeb- 
Hnfai, where SM.OOO people perished 
in 1942-1943. 


He was sentenced to death for 
crimes agunst humanity and crimes 
against tbe Jewish people. He 
appealed in 1989. 

Mr. Demjanjuk inasts he was vic- 
tim of wiimLlean identity and was at a 
prisoner d war camp ebewbere in 
Poland dming the period in question. 

Mr. Sbeftel says evidence taken 
from other Treblioka guards by 
Soviet anltorities during the 1940s 
througii 1960s shores up tbe daim. 

He submitted tte ewidenoe in Au- 
gust and aU^pd that prasecuion had 
access to the material as fer bade as 
1978 but ooDoealed it. 

"It t urn s out we we re not deal in g 
with a proUem of mistaken identity , 
but a ste p by step pioc for more dm 
13 years,” Mr. Steftel said. 

He aln acensed amhoiities m the 
United States of “deceit and des- 
troying evidence, all in a cold- 
blooded friot.” 

Tbe United States extradited Mr. 
Demjanjuk for trial in Israel in 1986, 
after stripping him of American 
citizenship in 1981. Mr. Sbeftel 
argued foat the U.S. Jnstioe Dep^- 
ment had ignored testimony it had at 
the twwe bum the other Trddinka 


Mr. Shefitel, in an home twist, 
ewnp a red the Deinianjok trial to the 
Dreyfus affair, foe cmivictioa of a 
Jew^ officer in foe Ffeoefa axn^ in 
tbe 1890s on treason cfaai^ later 
found to false and motivated by anti- 

□cnnuouia 

Co n tro ve rsy over the case lead 
Theodor Herd, an Austrian Jew, to 
found Zionism, Ae ideology foat led 
to the oeatioa of brad. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — An angry Mayor Elias 
Ffetj called Moi^y for readents 
of Bethlehem and nd^bouring 
Christian towns to ignore a 
Christmas Eve strike called by 
local Palestinian activists. 

Bethlehem and its Cbmeh of 
the Nativity are die focal poincs 
of annual celebrations com- 
memorating the birth of Christ 


Mr. Freij, a 
a Palestinian delegate at peace 
talks in Madrid and Washington, 
issued his appeal after a Iraflet 
signed by "tbe National Forces in 
Bethlebra" was dreniated in the 
town. 

The pamphlet called for shops 
and offices to dose on Dec. M, 
Chiistmas Eve for Latin Rite 
dinrcbes, and Jan. 6 when Ortho- 
dox Chordies cetebrate Christ- 
mas. 

It dted the suffering of Falesti- 
nians "from the oppression of 
Israeli militaiy occupation" and 
"the pain and reffiei^ of Iraqi 
childiien" fdlowing foe Gulf war.' 

The pamphlet, apparentiy from 
Bethfebem activists, contradicted 
calls by leaders of tte F&lestinian 
uprisin g and the Muslim fan- 
damentaEst Hamas i movement 
for shops and restaurants to stay 
q)ea on (3nistmas Eve. 

Mr. Fleij tokS Israel Radio* that 

(Conthmed on page 5) 


Beirut body identified as Higgins’ 


BEIRUT (AP) — U.S. and U.N. 
offidals positively identified the 
body of slain American hostage 
WUliaro R. Higgins Monday, the 
director of the American Uni- 
veisity Hospital (AUH) said. 

Tbe body, in a c^et draped wifo 
the U.S. flag, was iminediaiely driveu 
out of tbe bosphaTs morgue in an 
ambulance esoofted by two U.S. 
embassy cars. The convoy sped away 
in tiie direction of the emb^y in foe 
east Beirut nburb of Aukar. 
Hospital director Dr. Faisal Najjar 
-*'’- “U.N. and U.S. offidals wbo 


examined the body after coroner 
general Dr. Ahmad Harati peifonned 
a seoood examination of the ooipse 
have reached positive ideatiScation.” 

Among the U.N. officers who 
helped in tbe investigation were sol- 
diers wbo knew Lieuteoanc-Colonel 
Ffiggins because had woikcd 
under his command in the peacekeep- 
ing observer group be beaded. 

U.S. Ambusadof Ryan Crocker 
eariier met wifo Interior Mimster 
Sa m i Khatib, and foe latter revealed 
that an anonymous caller who led 


pedioe officers to tbe body Saturday 
night had said foe remains were those 
d CoL Higgins before banging up. 

There was do immediaie oomment 
from U.S. officials in Beirut after Dr. 
Najjar made his announoenKni. A 
receptionia at tbe embassy said any 
statements would be »wnde (qr Mr. 
Crocker, and that be would be un- 
available for several hours. 

The Oiganisation of the Oppressed 
on Earth claimed July 31. 19w. t^tit 
killed the 44-year-<M Vietnam veter- 
an to avenge Israel's abduction of a 
Shuie Muslim deric. 

The body was found by a police 
patrol lyii^ in a sDcet in south Beirut, 
wrapped in a beige and blue wool 
Uaiiket. The anonymous caller, Mr. 
Khatib said, tetid polke that tbe body 
was dumped in Rweis street. *nie 
caller then hung up. 

Dr. Harati, the coroner general, 
said the body had been “wrr^ped in 
oDCton and bandages.” in an attempt 
to preserve it. “From what Fve seen 
of the oedt, it looks tike there was an 
attempt to embalm foe body, but it 
was poorly done.” he added. 

An AP reporter allowed into the 


meugne Ixielly Sunday saw tbe body 
of the Eatr-skinned man lyinc \:i draw- 
er. No. 3, covered vrith a wniur heet. 
Much of the light hair was soil l- 4 foe 
in a oew cut. The bdal features 
a|^)eared to be those of a Weslenier. 

There were black stains around the 
Bed, and a moigoe attendant said 
these were blood stains. 

Col. lEgpns was kidnapped Feb. 
17. 1988 near Tyre, 80 kflometres 
south of Beinft. He headed foe U.N. 
Truce Supmvisory Oiganisation, a 
76-maa observer force that moidton 
the Lebaoese-braeli border. 

Tbe return of Col. Hoggins] body 
was another suooessful step in tbe 
hostage negotiations of U.N. envoy 
Gian&iiienioo Picoo. who returned 
to tte region last week. 

*nie envoy has won the release of 
an American and British hostages in 
Lebanon since August. The last 
American captive, journalist Teny 
Anderaon, was fre^ Dec. 4 after 
more than 616 years in captivity. 

Two (jcnnans, Hetnricfa Struebig 
and Thomas Kemptner. stiD are being 

(Continiied on page 5) 


Iraqi families face bleak 
Christmas under sanctions 


BAGHDAD (R) — “Anything." 
says 12-year-otd Zafaran when 
asked what he wants for Christ- 
mas. 

But his parents are having 
enough trouble putting food on 
the table in the tiny room they 
share with Zafaran and their four 
other children. 

Tliis Christmas, just like their 
fust under U.N. sanctions, there 
will be no presents under a small 
plastic tree. 

“My brother used to give the 
, children gifts but now nobixiy has 
I any money,” said Zafaran’s 49- 
year-old fetber. wbo earns ISO 
dinars a month as a labourer. 

. That is $18 on tiie black market 
and SSSO at universally discre- 
dited official rates. Rent in a 
crumbling house shared with four 
other families is $7, leaving them 
only enou^ for a few kites of 
stringy meat. 

Before Iraq’s August 1990 in- 
vasion of Kuwait, 180 dinars co- 
vered the family’s monthly ex- 
penses. But the U.N.-enforced 


economic isolation of Iraq sent 
prices skyrocketing. 

Zafaran and his family live in 
the teeming, mainly Christian 
working-class neighbourhood of 
Battaween, which was once one 
of Baghdad's most exclusive 
areas. Unofficial sources estimate 
that about 7(X),000 of Ir^'s 18 
million people are Christians. 

Despite the December cold 
children walk barefoot among the 
rubbish-strewn streets. A black- 
robed young woman with the face 
of a Madonna sits on the pave- 
ment selling eggs few can afford. 

Zafaran’s mother has hung sta- 
tues and portraits of the Virgin 
Mary above tbe one bed in a 
room heated only by a kerosene 
lamp. She says ber children have 
not had new doifaes for a year. 

“We have saved two chickens 
from our rations for dinner on 
Christmas,” Zafaran told Reuters 
as he spoke of feasts, new clothes 
and visits to relatives when he 
was younger. 

Tbe limited rations of fiour. 


sugar and other staples which the 
government distributes to every 
Iraqi resident are keeping people 
alive but not well. 

The United Nations says the 
death rate for children under five 
has doubled since before the Gulf 
war over Kuwait. Some say Iraqi 
figures that 80.000 children have 
died of hunger and disease may 
be accurate. 

The cash-starved Iraqi govern- 
ment has rejected as inadequate 
U.N. proposals to allow it to sell 
oil for food and medicine. It is 
pressing for oouncries to unfreeze 
billions of dollars of its assets to 
allow it to buy supplies. 

"Definitely tbe situation is get- 
ting worse," said Douglas 
Brc^rick. whose Catholic Relief 
Services feed 100,(X)0 people in 
Iraq. 

"The frightening thing b that 
more and more people are com- 
ing to us for food — people aren’t 
ashamed any more to come and 
stand in a bread line for two or 
three hours.” 


Arabs to 
fight land 
seizure 

TEL AVTV (aP) — Israeb* Arabs 
whose land was confiscated to 
make room for a Jewish town said 
Monday they failed to work out a 
compromise with the govenunent 
and would fight in court. 

The 17 bedouin families live on 
25 acres in a smaD village called 
Ramya. Tbe Israeli government 
does not recognise Ramya and 
says it b part of tbe Jewish 
d^elopment town of Carxniel. 

The land was confiscated in 
1976, bnt tbe bedouins were not 
ordered out until last summer 
vriien Canniel offictab said they 
needed the land to house Soviet 
Jfewbh immigrants. 

Tbe case bias become a raUying 
point for Israel's 890,000 Arab 
dtizens who fear they will lose 
jobs and land as a result of the 
massive Jewish immigration wave 
from the Soviet Union. 

“The issue is ... asking one 
group of peojrfe, Arabs, to evacn- 
ate to put in another group of 
peojde, wbo are Jewish, in their 
place,” Stephen Langfur, an 
Israeli who formed a committee 
to help the bedouins, told a news 
oonferenoe Monday. 

Bnt the government said it 
offered compensation of 20,000 
sbekeb (S8.330) per acre and 
one-ei^th cl an acre of land in a 
nei^bouring Arab village for 
each of the 17 families. 

"We made them a generous 
offer even though legacy, they 
are not entitled to anythii^.” said 
Amikam Shapira, s^kesman of 
the land authority. The govera- 
ment argues foat the bedouins 
settled in Ramya “illegally.” 

Ramya’s residents say tte vil- 
lage was a traditional bedouin 
camp where they moved per- 
manently in the 1960s «4ien they 
ended their nomadic ways. It is 
one of 120 Arab villa^ that 
Israel wants to shut down- 

Tbe bedouins of Ramya took 
the dispute to Israel’s supreme 
court, and in November the c ou rt 
ortei^ both sides to negotiate a 
settlemeat. 


Baghdad invites Kurds to discuss blockade 


SALAHUDDIN, Iraq (R) — 
Knrdtsh lead«s said Monday the 
I Iraqi government had invited 
them to Baghdad to discuss its 
two-month economic blockade of 
northern Iraq. 

Sources at Massond Barzam’s 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) headquarters said tiie in- 
vitation came in re^)oi^ to a 
letter from Mr. Barzam saying 
Kurdish leaders had agreed to 
guarantee the safety of govern- 
ment emi^oy^ in Kurdirtan, an 
Iraqi amditK» for lifting the 
blockade. 

They said Mr. Bazzaui received 
the invitation late last week. 

Toi days ago, when Kurdbh 
leaders voted to guarantee tbe 
safety of govenunent emftioyees, 
they set Dec. 23 as the deadline 
for Baghdad to lift the blockade. 
The arrived with no evi- 

dence of Iraqi compliance. 

Salaries of most government 
en^rloyees in Kurdistan have not 


been paid by Baghdad and fuel 
and food deliveries have been 
inteiTupted. 

Price increases of 3(X) per cent 
for some food staples and severe 
fuel shortages are bringiiig real 
hardship to the poor. Bet^-off 
Kurds tove been inconvenienced 
but a booming black market has 
developed to meet tiietr needs. 

Knrdisfa leaders visited Ba^ 
dad last month bnt failed to get 
the blockade lifted. 

Advisors to Mr. BarzanI said 
be was not likely to go to Bag)i- 
dad himself tins time but conld 
send a representative. 

Mr. Baizani's cUef political 
rival, Jalal TaJabani, who beads 
tbe Patriotic Union of Knnfisfon, 
told Reuters last wek he had no 
plans to go tbe Baghdad to disc- 
coss anydimg. 

Mr. Bazzani and Mr. Talaboni 
have been at odds over the merits 
of a draft antonomy agreement 
the KDP chief hrong^t back from 


Baghdad in August. Kurds say 
tiie government blodcade seems 
intended to pressure them into 
signing the ^reement. 

Hakim presents pten 

Iraqi Shiite opposition leader 
Ayatollah Mohammad Baqer A1 
Hakim said Monday be had in- 
vited leading dissidents to 
Damascus this week to discuss 
ousting Pruident Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

"All elements of detonation 
are available in Iraq, they need 
only the trigger.” Sbeikb Hakim, 
leader of the Tehran-based Sup- 
leuie Council of th e Isl amic 
volution in fraq (SCIRI), told a 
news conference. 

SCIRI played a major role in a* 
failed rebellion against the gov- 
ernment in southern Iraq last 
March. 

Sheikh Hakim said fais plan 


stressed tbe unity of the Iraqi 
people and territoiy and sou^t 
to activate opposition within tbe 
ranks of the anny and establish 
political pluralism. 

"Some of the opposition lead- 
ers have already arrived here and 
others are expected today and 
tomorrow,” Sheikh Haldm said. 

Those invited to the talks in- 
cluded representatives of tbe 
Kurdish groups who staged a 
parallei revolt in northem Iraq in 
March and control much of tbe 
Iraxp Kurdish region. 

Mr. Talabani last week called 
for the overthrow of President 
■SsiAfam and said he and other 
opposition groups were working 
together to topple the Iraqi presi- 
dent. 

More than 60 Iraqi opposition 
gronpG seek President Saddam’s 
fell but ethnic, reli^ous and 
ideological differences divide 
them. 


Jordan seeks its water rights from Mideast peace talks 


By Rana Rahhagli 
Reuter 


AMMAN — 

Jordan hopes Middle East 
peace talks win provide an 
opportunity to settle long- 
(fi^uted water rights with its 
nei^bours on the Jordan 
River basin, officials said 
Monday. 

Arab states, includiiig Jor- 
dan, are due to bold multi- 
latexal talks whh ferae! in 
Moscow at the end of Janu- 
ary and water will be high on 
the agenda. 

Jordanian offidals say a 
1955 p^ drawn up by for- 
mer U.S. envoy Eric John- 
ston on the exploitation of 
the Jordan River tributaries 
by Jordan, Lebanon, Israel 
and Syria should be a starting 
point in any fritnre talks on 
water shari^. 

“We are talking about wa- 
ter rights to sustain agriooltu- 
ral practices, industrial and 
doine^Awieeds in Jordan and 




a clean environment,” Water 
Minister Samir Kawar told 
Reutets when asked bow 
much water his country 
hoped to get from a peace 
treaty. 

"We are talking about 
basic i^ts. What it takes we 
calculate later,” he said. 

Jordan sa}« it is fadng a 
severe water crisis dne to 
drought, a population boom, 
the needs of fanners and the 
actioas of water-hungry 
neighhoun Syria and Israel. 

Both countries border Jor- 
dan along the Yarmouk Riv- 
er, a 40-kilometre tiibat^ 
of the River Jordan that is a 
major source of the country’s 
water. 

Although the pact was nev- 
er formally agned by Israel 
and Arab countries whidi 
with it was officially at war, 
the water quotas in the U.S.- 
brokered Johnston agree- 
ment were initially honoured. 

On paper, it gives Jendan 


5(X) million cubic metres a 
year, 220 million cubic 
metres for the West Bank 
subsequeutly seized by had 
in the 1967 war. 567 million 
cubic metres for Israel, 132 
million cubic metres for 
Syria and 35 million cubic 
metres for Lebanon. 

But Jordan says it is not 
getting its share. 

"We are getting 120 mil- 
lion cubic metres per annum 
from the Yarmouk River," 
Mr. Kawar said. The rest is 
drawn from rain dependant 
wadis and artesian wells. 

Syria is taking up to 170 
nulliCT cubic metres a year 
and Israel is consuming at 
least 737 million cubic 
metres, other water officials 
said. 

Jordan, whose population 
is growing at 3.8 per cent a 
year, is consuming 750 mil- 
non cubic oMtres a year — it 
had to absorb a sudden influx 
of 300,(X)0 Jordaniaiis who 


'fled Kuwait and other neigb- 
bonring states during foe 
1990 Gulf crisis. 

Mr. Kawar said he cx- 
pec^ a water shortage of 
milUoa cubic metres in 19S2 
for mnnidpal and industrial 
use, compared to this year’s 
de^t of 35 million cubic 
metres. 

This shortage is expected 
to escalate from 1993 on- 
wards and providing water 
win ai«> become more costly, 
officials say. 

"Tbe only way to cover this 
shortage is by having more 
share of the Yarmouk Riv- 
er," Mr. Kawar said. 

The river flows from Syria, 
along the border with Jordan, 
and tbe Israeli-occnpied 
Golan Heights, and runs 
briefly betvreen Jordan and 
ferael before bemfing south- 
west to join the Jordan River. 

hfr. Kawar 'said Amman 
was also looking into tbe 
possibility of drawing water 


from its underground aquif- 
ers at A1 Dissi in the soutii, 
near the border with &udi 
Arabia. 

Desalination of sea water 
was not viable in Jmdan be- 
cause tiie country has no 
sources of cheap energy. 

Jordan and Syria signed a 
landmark agreement in 
September 1^ .to build a 
S330-million dam on their 
frontier to irrigate the Jordan 
Valley and generate hydro- 
electric power for Syria. 

But oomi^icatioiis, includ- 
ing Israel’s protests, blocked 
Worid Bank financing of the 
long-delayed plan and vast 
tracts of poteptially-rich 
fermiand in the Jordan Val- 
ley remain unwatered. 

Arab-Israeli wrangles over 
water sharing and political 
tension with Syria have killed 
successive projects to dam 
tbe Yarmouk, which experts 
say is tbe only remaining 
uncontrolled water resource 
in tiie basin. 
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Appe^ by princess results in 
$1 million in donations 


Plans for reorganisation of downtown finalised 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An appeal 
for aid by Her Royai Ifighness 
BiiDoess Saxvath has raised ab- 
OfA SI minioa since September 
.1990 ID donatioos and con- 
tribntioDS of goods, according 
to a statenKDi Monday. 

Prinq» Sarvath recently le- 
cesved 'a consignment of 232 
mas of merfimies from the 
Intentional Relations Asso- 
aatkm of Japan, acsording to 
the statement from the Office 
of die Crown Prince. The prin- 
cess has also received 120 car- 
tons of milk powder from 
private donors in die United 
Sates sriucfa will be used ^ 
nhMr en who are unable to 
digest ™lk. 


In addition, the princess per- 
sonal appeal has resulted in the 
donation of 2.000 blankets 
froin Pakistan and 12 wheel- 
chairs from C an ada, according 
to the statement. 

The items will be distributed 
tfarou^iont the Kingdom to 
needy families. Other medi- 
cines and food previonsly re- 
ceived have already been dis- 
tributed, the statement said. 

The donations are being dis- 
tributed through the Mims- 
of Health, the University 
Hospital, the Armed Forces 
Medical Service, the Red C^- 
ccnt SoQcty and the Queen 
Alia Fund. 




iDtilitL 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Amman 
municipality has finalised plans 
and deugns for the first sta^ of a 
project for the rem'ganisation of 
the heart of the capital aimed at 
reducing traffic congestion in the 
centre of the city and saving fuel 
estimated at JD2 million worth 
axinuAlly. 

Engineer Hussein Madani, the 
projea cfirector. said that the 
plans laid down by teams of 
engineers entail making changes 
in the traffic directions in a num- 
ber of streets, installing several 
traffic tights along hundreds of 
metres of streets together with 
related changes. 

The diangK include a 2,000- 
metie long rail along the pave- 
ments to prevent pedestrians 
from crossing the streets, which 


impedes Che traffic movement, 
and increase the number of street 
lamps in certain areas. Mr. Mada- 
ni said. 

• 

The King Hussein, Prince 
Mohammad, A1 Hashimi, Talal, 
Basman, Petra, King Ghazi, 
Shabsough and Saadeh streets 
will be ^ected by the changes, 
he said. 

Mr. Madant said that at least 
1.S00 square metres of pavements 
will have to be bu3t in the course 
of die plan and streets will be 
widened in some areas. 

We added that the plan was 
necessitated by the fact that at 
least 12S.000 people move about 
in the he^ of the city during day 
time and over 100,000 cars move 
in or out of the dty centre on a 


daily basts. 

According to Mr. Madani, at 
least JD2 million worth of fuel 
will be saved, which will be 
achieved once the plan has been 
implemented since it entails mea- 
sures for shortening distances. 

Mr. Madani said that the focus 
of the plan’s attention was the 
centre ^ the city of Amman, 
which contains the main shopping 
centres and banks, attracting the 
largest number of peo{3e and 
vehides, creating oongestioos. 

Mr. Madani said once the 
funds for the project have been 
serniied, work will begin. But. he 
added certain parts of die plan 
like the iron rail along the main 
streets have already been carried 
out. 
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Jordan honours officers, 
on Arab Police Day 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Monday observed Arab Police 
Day with a ceremony during 
which police officers, retired 
poHoemen and citizens helping in 
police work were honour^. 

Public Security Department 
(PSD) Director Fadel Ali 
attend^ the ceremony and made 
a brief statement tril^te to the 
efforts of the police officers of 
various ranks in helping to ensure 
the public's securi^. 

Speeches on the occasion were 


delivered by senior police officers 
who outlined police work and 
polioe activities. 

A representative of the retired 
police officers and Dr. Zuhair 
Malbas, president of the Jorda- 
nian Sodeiy for the Prevention of 
Road Accidents, also made 
speeches on the occasion. 

The PSD direaor presented 
awards to retired polioe officers, 
acting officers and citizens who 
oonnibuted towards the discov- 
ery of crimes or prevented others. 


Cuivnd ty at Jordan Vice President for Medical 
FbcdBns ABkfrs Dr. hCdeh A1 Tarawneh addres- 


ses partidpants of a symposium on nursing 
Moo^y at the imiversity (Petra photo) 


A1 Ramtha soccer club 
returns from Iran , 
greeted by officials 


Committee established to upgrade 
nursing training and services 
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AMMAN (Petra) — (Jnestions 
related to promoting the nursing 
profession in Jordan were discus- 
sed in detail at a symposium 
organised by die Nursing Faculty 
at the University of Jordan Mon- 
day. 

Nnrsing both in terms of 
teachwig and pnc6oe, creating a 
h^her ■ nursing cound to deal 
inth Bsnes in the field aixl other 
related maxters were the main 
points of discussion at the meet- 
ing, whkh was opened by Uni- 
veraty Vice President for Medic- 
al Faoihies Affairs Dr. Xfisleh A1 
Tarawneb. 

Other topics reviewed the 
paTtidpants indoded the cteaCKMi 
oi a spe^ department at the 
Ifealtb Ministry to deal with nurs- 
ing affaiis and to offer incentives 
to professional nurses, organis- 
ing a post ^aduate studies 
course, offenrig the opportunity 
to omnmuni^ college gradnates 


to pursue their higher studies at 
oniveisity level and measures to 
offer nurses protection against 
the negative effects of bandliog 
chemit^ and radio active subst- 
ances. Nurses work at hospitals, 
on-the-job trmning courses, dr- 
cumstances surrounding the male 
and female nurses at work in 
Jordan were also among topes 
discussed by delegates lri>m the 
University of Jor&m along with 
representatives from the Jordan 
Univeraty of Sdenoe and Tedi- 
nology and the Royal Medical 
Services of the Jordanian Armed 
Forces. 

The participants issued a state- 
ment announcing the creation of 
a oommitlee to work towards 
fiiffiiHng the a^xiatkns of nurses 
and to work out a plan that would 
meet their needs and satisfy their 
demands. 

The committee comprises rep- 
resentatives from Che ministries 


of health and education as well as 
the Jordan Nurses Association, 
the Royal Medical Services, the 
private sector and Jordanian uni- 
versities. 

Upon opening the meeting, 
Dr. Tarawneb underlined the im- 
portance of the teaching aiKl 
practicing sides of the nnrsing 
profiesson, noting that nursing is 
a support for the medical prac^ 
tice. Dr. Tarawneb reviewed the 
Univetsity of Jordan's drive ufi 
raise the standard of nursing 
training at its faculty. 

Dr. Rafiqah Abdul Rahim, the 
faculty dean, addressed the meet- 
ing arid noted tiiC numerous difB- 
^ties facing the country's nurs- 
ing profess;^ in general. She 
caDed for further attention to be 
given to Che nursing profession 
and training to raise the standard 
of this profession in the King- 
dom. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — AJ Ramtha 
soccer dub returned to Amman 
from Iran Monday morning after 
playing a match with tire Iranian 
Molvan club that ended in a 1-1 
draw. 

The draw came in the first leg 
of the quarterfinals in the Asian 
Oubs Championships. 

Present at the airport to wel- 
come the returning team were 
Eid Al Fayez, Ministry of 
Youtii’s Secretary General, his 
assistant, the secretary geimral of 
die Jordanian Olympic Commit- 
tee and a crowd of the Al Ramtha 
Imports entbuaasts. Ramtha dub 
members, the Al Ramtha folk 
!troiq>e arid team sopporters, who 
accorded the players a' turhiil- 
tnoos cheer, were also present. 

Meanwhile, the Al Ramtha 
dub is contesting the compositioD 
of the Iranian Molvan team, 
which played the match last Fri- 
day. The dub daims that the 
Mblvan team included two play- 
ers iriio had already joined otb» 
dubs, but played against Al 
Ramtha. 

The two are Cyrus Vaigran, die 
captain, and Mohammad Z^. 
Al Ramdia dub sources said that 


a protest over this violation of the 
soccer rules had been lodged with 
the Asian Soccer Fetferatioa, 
organisers of the championship. 

Should the Iranian dub be 
found to have violated the rules, 
the result wmild be changed dra- 
matically into 3-0, dub sources 
said. 

As the Al Ramtha team awaits 
a rei^ to the protest, its mem- 
bers are refrorted undergoing 
rigorous training for the second 
leg of the quarterfinals, which b 
scheduled for Friday at Al Has- 
san Sports Gty in Irbid. 

According to the rules of the 
sooper .gaine if the Ramdia 
team wins or draws, h would 
move on Into the semifinals. 

Princess 

Haya visits ministry 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Royal 
Ifi^mess Princess Haya Bint Al 
Hussein Sunday visited the Kfinis- 
try of Ymitb nhere she met with 
Minister of Youth Saleh 
Irsheidat. They discussed issues 
related to the Roy^ Jordanian 
Equestrian Federation and the 
ways to improve the sport. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following Estiags arc compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are adnsed to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

if Art by juiMM Al Bnsseini at Abdul Hameed 

.ghnuMwi Foandation Gallery — 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. 

"h Eshflifrioii of cenmiics by Iraqi artist Safaun JamS Al Nouii at 
Afia Alt GaDcry. 

"ir art aaA w iM im^wfaitinn wrhihitiiin by Sabah Hadidl at thc Rpyal 
CultDTal Centre. 

* Alt ^a»«ri«w by Iraqi artist Saheb Al Yassiii at the Royal 
CoHural Centre. 

SENIINAR 

SwnhMir entitled “Die Intifada and tbe Pfeaoe CtmTerence: 
Towards Reviving tiie Popular Uprisiiig in the Occupied 
Palestinian Land” at the ScSentillc and Cultural Centre of 
Abdid Hameed Shoman Fonndatioo — 6 p.in. 
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HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
POTASH PRODUCTION EXPANSION 
I.F.B. NO. 30-4S57-64-9 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE SUPPLY OF CONTROL SYSTEMS 

TTie Arab Potash Company Limited (APC) of Amman, Jordan, plans to 
expand production capacity by 4CX),0C)0 tonnes per year. The facilities will 
be located on a site adjoining the existing refinery near Safi, on the 
southern end of the Dead Sea. about 200 km north of the port of Aqaba. 

APC has applied for financing to the World Bank. The proceeds of the loan 
will be applied to payments for the supply of the required equipment in 
accordance with the guidelines of the World Bank. 

Purchases will be made from the member countries of the World Bank and 
Switzerland. 

The Arab Potash Company invites suppliers interested in tendering for the 
supply of ‘‘CONTROL SYSTEMS” to apply for Tender Documents to APC 
or Jacobs at the address shown bebw. The cost for this tender package 
shall be U.S. $40, or equivalent, rKjn-refundable. 


1. Mr. Issa Gammoh, 

Projects Manager, 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd, 
P.OA» 1471L 
Amman-Jordan 


2 . Mr. M. Hodgins, 

Jacobs International Inc, 
Merrion House, 

Merrlon Road, 

Dublin 4, « Ireland 


' Fax No.: 9G2-3-377125/Site Fax No.: 353-1-2GB5487 

Fax N 04 962-6-67441ft/Amman H.O. Telex No.: 30295 JOBS 

Telex No.: 21683 Potash Jo. TeL No.: 353-1-2695866 

Tel. No.: 668165/6 - Amman 

66S116 or 03-377121/3- Site 

Sn hwiKBein n of tenders should not be later than 12:00 
1992. 

A.Y.Ensour, 

Managing Director, 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd. 


noon, February 15, 
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HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
POTASH PRODUCTION EXPANSION 
I.F.B. NO. 30-4857-65-5/65-7 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE SUPPLY & INSTALLATION 

OF 

IIKV SWITCHBOARD & 3.3 KV MOTOR CONTROL CENTRES 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (APC) of Amman, Jordan, plans to expand 
production capacity by 400.CXX) tonnes per year. The facilities will be located on a 
site adjoining the existing refinery near Safi, on the southern end of the Dead Sea. 
about 200 km north of the port of Aqaba. 

APC has applied for financing to the World Bank. The proceeds of the loan will be 
applied to payments for the supply of the required equipment in accordance with 
the guidelines of the World Bank. 

Purchases will be made from the member countries of the World Bank and 
Switzerland. 

The Arab Potash Company invites suppliers interested in tendering for the supply 
of above l.F.B’s to apply for Tender Documents to APC or Jacobs at the address 
shown below. The cost for this tender package shall be U.S. $40. or equivalent, 
non-refundabie. 


1. Mr. Issa Gammoh, 
Projects Manager, 
The Arab Potash < 
; ,.p:o.box 1470, 

. Animan-Jordan 


Co., Ltd., 


Fax No.: 962-3-3771 25/Slte 

Fax No.: 962-6-67441 6/ Amman H.O. 

Telex No.: 21683 Pot^ Jo. 

Tel. No.: 666165/6 - Amman 

665116 or 03-377121/3- Site 


2. Mr. M. Hodgins, 

Jacobs International Inc., 
Merrlon House, 

Merrion Road, 

Dublin 4, - Ireland 

Fax -No.: 353-1-2095497 
Telex Na: 30295 JCBS-EI 
TeL NOJ 353-1-2095668 


Submission ot tendors should not be lato' than 12:00 

A-Y.Ensour, 

Managing Director, 

The Arab Potash Co. Ltd. 


noon, February 22, 1992. 






HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
POTASH PRODUCTION EXPANSION 
I.F.B. NO. 30-4857-65-1/65-3 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE SUPPLY OF POWER TRANSFORMERS 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (APC) of Amman, Jordan, plans to 
expand production capacity by 4(X},000 tonnes per year. The facilities wii) 
be located on a site adjoining the existing refinery near Safi, on the 
southern end of the Dead Sea, about 200 km north of the port of Aqaba. 

APC has applied for financing to the World Bank. The proceeds of the loan 
will be applied to payments for the supply of the required equipment in 
accordance with the guidelines of the World Bank. 

Purchases will be made from the member countries of the World Bank and 
Switzerland. 

The Arab Potash Company invites suppliers interested in tendering for the 
supply of “POWER TRANSFORMERS” to apply for Tender Documents to 
APC or Jacobs at the address shown below. The cost for this tender 
package shall be U.S. $40, or equivalent, non-refundable. 


1.Mr. Issa Gammoh, 
Projecla Manager, 
The Arab Potash i 
P.O.BOX 1470, 
Amman-JordM 


Co., Ltd., 


Fax No.: 962^77125/Site 

Fax No.: 962-6-674416/Amman H.O. 

Telex Noj 21663 Potash Jo. 

Tel. No.: H6165/6 - Amman 

685116 or 03-377121/3- Site 


2. Mr. M. Hodgins, 

Jacobs International Inc., 
Merrlon House, 

Merrlon Road, 

Dublin 4, - Ireland 

Fax No.: 353-1-2695497 
Telex No.: 30295 JCBS-EI 
Tel. No.: 353-1-2605666 


Submission ot tenders dionld not be later than 12:00 

AY.Ensour, 

Managing Director, 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd. 


noon, February 29, 1992. 
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Timely but flawed 


THE TIMING of flie repeal of the 1953 law baimiiig 
Gommiiiiisin in Jordan and allowing for the prosecn- 
tion of conunnnist activists could not be more porfecL 
On the very daty that the controversial kgislalion was 
rescinded, the death kneD was also sounded for the 
Sovi^ Union, the prime bastimi and idrtfa place of 
commnnfean. Thus, the removal of the law against 
eommumsm cwncidcd with flie qatog of any meaiung- 
fhl threat or challenge from the comimmist order ami 
ideology. Nevertheless Jordan's choice to delete friim 
its law books an archaic and possibly nnoonstitiitkinal 
law was also a memorable occasion that deserves 
commemoration not so much for what it did but rather 
for what it suggests and implies, namely, that the 
democratisation process In the Bngdmn Is nmfcing 
great strides in form and substance. 


The other biD passed Sunday by the Lower House of 
Parihunent was the new Defaice Law. The old 15135 
Defence Law that the new law replaces was adopted 
before the establishment of the Kingdom. By aD 
accounts and standards, the old Defienoe Law should 
have been repealed a long time ago. Yet there is 
something inqrartant ladong in flie new l^islatkm In 
the sense that it does not meet the requirements 
preserved by the International Covenant on Civfl and 
Political Rights (ICCFR), which Jordan ratified in 
1977. Article 4 of that international instrument calls on 
member states to notify the U J<i. secretary general of 
any declaration martial law or state of emergency in 
order for him to notify the rest of the state parties to 
the covenant of the country’s decision. The covenant 
also calls on countries to notify the U.N. about the 
articles of the covenant that it wishes to derogate fiwm 
for the purposes of Bnaintanring law and order in an 
emergen^ situation. The new Defence Law of 15190 
does not contain any such references and, therefore, it 
is in this context deficient in a serions manner - it 
would be rdativefy ea^ to rectify sudi serions 
omissiQn by ewarring an immediate amendment to the 
law for this purpose. Otherwise, the Kingdom would 
remain accountable before the relevant U.N. body for 
snch important flaw. 

It appears also that our legal ei^erts are not 
sufficiently cognizant of the country’s treaty obliga- 
tkms. National legislations are often adopted without 
dne attention to the various conventions that the 
govenunoit has signed and ratified. As such intema- 
tional c ommitments supercede national laws, with the 
exception of the Constitution, it would be prudent to 
keep in focus such treaty obligations when the country 
arttenlates its legislation. 


AL RAT Arabic daily Monday atta^ed as shameful the be- 
havioor and practices of the leaders of the Arab Gulf states and 
described a s ummit they are holding as paving the ground for yet 
another shamefuJ act against the Aiab countries. The Gulf 
leaders, meeting in a tent which cost S9 million to erect, have 
chosen to isolate themselves from the rest of tte Arab Nation and 
to sell tiieniselves to the colonialist Western nations, said the 
paper. Despite all attempts on the part of Saudi Arabia to lessen 
the degree of hostility and hatred harboured by tbe Gulf states, 
expect for Oman, towards the other Arab countries, these states 
continue to act with hostility towards the Arab World, tbe paper 
said. It said that the leaders of these states aie propagating the 
idea among their peoples that Arabtsm is a racist movement after 
they bad ^en tiieir blessings to a U.N. General Assembly 
dedsion to cancel a 197S resolution that equated Zionism with 
racism. These leaders, said the paper, are presenting tiiemselves 
as victors in the Gulf war against Iraq, wbe^ people were victim 
of an American-led aggression, and boasting to be the sole 
benefidaries of the aggression on a sister Arab state which 
continues to suffer from starvation, sidmess and deprivation. 
With tiieir summit in Kuwait and their current behaviour, the 
Gulf states' leaders are trying to escape from their shameful act of 
oCEeiing Arab wealtii as a ^ to tbe aggressors. Tbe paper said 
that tbe consequence of this summit in Kuwait can by no means 
brighten the image of those who have sold out their nation. 


A oolnmnist hi Al Ra*i daily urged die Kuwaiti authorities and 
Kuwaiti people to refrain fr^ further mal-practices against the 
Jordaniaii-Palestiruan commni^ still living in the emirate. 
Refening to the current campaign to evict the remainder of this 
community from the emirate, Bader Abdid Haq, said that the 
Jordanian and Palestinian dtizens should be offered thanks for 

their lortg and noble service to the emirate and not a hostile action 
from people they have lived with for decades. Writing in Al Ra'i 
daily, tbe writer said that more than a year has elapsed after tbe 
Gulf war, but the Kuwaitis are singling out the Palestimans and 
die Jordanians out of all tbe odier nationalities in Kuwait, to vent 
for their hatred and mistreat these unfortunate people who 
hqpened to be cau^t up against their will in a very dmgeroos 
situation dial witnessed the occupation of Kuwait and the- 
subsequent Western aggresrion on Iraq, the writer pointed ont. 
He said that the Kuwaitis are finding in tbe Gulf summit meeting 
a pretext to drive out whatever remjained of the Jordanians and 
Palestinians who oommitfed no crime and who bad never tried 
over tbe past decate to cause trouble or destabilise the security 
of the emirate as they are being accused at present. Ihe writer 
said the Kuwaitis should offer the Jordanians and Palestinians 
theiT rights and compensations with a word of dianks ladter than 
treating them in a shameful manner. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Kboori 



Ghosts , failure and the gates of hell 




ABOUT two months ago, I wrote that we should not expect 
anything substantial to occur during tbe first several months of tbe 
peace process that was launched in Madrid at the end of October. 
Here we are at the end of December, and nothing very substantial 
has happened yet. I would amply a^ today that the peace talks 
probably will not make progress on substantive issues for at least 
an<aber two months, perhaps by late February, for very good 
reasons related to the complex concept of human honour. 

Hie k, all tbe key players in the peace prcxxss except for 
Moscow are partidpating with much relnctanoe, because they will 
have to relinquish or admit things that they would rather ndther 
relinquish nor admit. Moscow’s case is relatively simi^ because it 
is tile first instance in modern history of a ghost ^nsoring an 
international diplomatic process — a nice, friendly, lovable ghost, 
but a ghost nevertheless. The ghost can only win by being invited 
to the party, and win big by bemg asked to co-host tbe jamboree. 

The Israelis have to relinquish one thing (bnds they occupied in 
1967), and admit two things (that the Palestinians exist and have 
national rights, and that the idea that God gave the land of 
Palestine to form a Greater Israel is emotion^y compelling to 
Jews but politically fantastic to the rest of the world). All die 
Arabs have to admit one thing (Israel exists and must be 
recognised and accepted as a l^al state in this regjon), and give 
up one thing (the expectation that the justice of our position is 
suffident to bring us back our ri^ts and lands, without our having 
to engage in a paii^I dSplomatic process to retrieve tibem). 

The Americans will have to relinquish much extra money for 
Israel, but that's nothing new, and will have to admit one thing 
(that their imbalanced support for Israel for many decades has 
been a key factor in perpetuating tbe Arab-Israeh conflict, and 
has to be modified into a more even-handed policy). 


bias and sbortsiEhtedness. 

The minute the United States gets off the fence and leaiu on 
Israel to accept the prindple of exchanging land for peace (as it 
has started to do with the $10 billion loan guaranty delay), the 
Israelis harden up (as they did in Madrid and Washington), 
United States pushes harder, the Israelis wfll ^ to fight badt 
their powerful American electoral interests. ‘ In an 


tfaroo^ 


In other words, everybody will have to admit they were once 
mistaken, and will now ^ve to oompTomise to atone for the wrongs 
of the past. This is never an easy tiling to do, but is essential if puce 
and justice are to prevail. The point about the 

stalemate sinoe Oct. 30 is that, a) nobody wants to make the first 
move to admitting their own past errors by b) making a gesture of 
ocmipromise to Ae enemy,' because c) this will force them to 
swallow their pride and acc^ the contentions of the enemy. This 
tactic of maintainin g ri^d. hardline positions is totally normal at 
this stage of the process, and we riiould not let it bother us. With 
such otednate protagonists, tbe stalemate can only be broken if 
one .side ooUapfies (unlikely), or the third party m^fiator/sponsor 
steps in and forces the issue (likely, but not certain). 

I would suspect that at the next round of talks, tbe sponsors 
(Baker, Ghost & Co.) will go through the motions of playing the 
mediates role, but will still evade the gut issues of land, 
withdrawal, and recognition, i.e. they will not want to get mto tiie 
admitting or relinq uishing business, and will not prod their party 
guests to do anything of the sort — yet. The Unit^ States is now 
paying the price for its many decades of partiality and heavy- 
handqlness in tbe Middle F^ist — and Mr. Baker's Catalyst 
Fantastic Show (“S^Uy jee whiz folks, we're just a bundi of 
friendly old cow pokes here to lend a helping hand if y’all need a 
li^ foendly nudge, jy’aD noderstand what 1 mean?”) simply will 
not elnninate the im{»ct of several decades of official American 


election year when Mr. Bush is having serious short-tem 
problems, the price of confronting Israel may be too high for him 
in domestic electoral terms. Tbe result is either a total breakdoum 

of the peace process, or a false peace rammed down the throat of 

a weak Arab World, and destined to collapse, Vietnam peace- 
like, within months or years. In eithm case, die outcome is not 

hopeftil. 

This brings up the Irig question that has alwys loomed large m 
my book: what happens if the peace talks fail, if the sponsqn ^ 
not intervene, if the protagonists remain deadlocked, and if the 
whole process collapse in late 1992? 

This is still a strxmg possibility. It raises a virion of tbe future 
that all of ns in tbe Holy Land would like to avoid. But we cannot 
avoid it, because, like the waste and tbe suffering of tiic past, it 
ctaiW; ns and haunts us. It is a virion of perpetual conflict, cw 
more violent warfore« and an increasingly unstable and fractured 
region deep in the grips of fear, hatred, anger, fanaticism, 
desperation, and deato. 

We should be clear abmit tbe stakes at band in the peace talks. 
If Baker, Ghost & Co. throw up their hands in despair, the 
process foils, and tbe Arabs and Israelis return home for good, 
our region is certain to continue down the road it has travell^ 
since the 19S0s. The Arab Nation will ooutinue to struggle for its 
identity and its soul. The Arab people will perpetually battle the 
iron grips of autocratic regimes and oligarchic interests that seek 
to maintain a folsc Stability by entering into mercantile a ll ia n ces 
with imperial powers in the West. Some p^culaily grotesque 
Arab reghnes will seek protection by renting armies from tte 
West, while the more senrible Arab people at grassroots level will 
seek dignity by drawing strength from their own cnlture and 
humanity. 


The affront that Israel represents to the Arab and Muslim 
people will continne to bound the conscience of those in the 
realins of Arabism and Islam who have grown weary of tte 
struggle, and who have settled instead for the solace of air 
oonditioiiers, the joys of potatoe diips, and the comforts of just 
enough cash a| the end of every month to feed the family. Hie 
process of Arab defeat and subjugation will not dissipate into tbe 
warm evenings of tbe Orient or disappear into tbe mysterious 
recesses of the Oriental mind. Instead, it vrill whittle away at the 
remaining fragments of Arab self-respect, constantly chiding 
every new generation to dare anew to seek dignity and nation^ 
self-assertion, to assure itself enough food to feed its entire 
nation. 

A Nfiddle East that continues the trends of the past few decades 
will sorely explode a^in into anger and warfore. Like the burning 
of Kuwait in 1991, thk will see other Arab countries set ablaze — 
perhaps by their own people, perhaps by angry neighbours from 
tile same house of Arabism, or perhaps by bungiy, unemployed. 


frantic members of the same IslamioOinstian femfly ^ ^ 
neither enough food for tbdr children nor water fw their bafies. 
They wiU be offered air conditioners and potatoe c^, and^^ 
will burn them both, for such commodities mean to dying 
societies oscillating between de^ration and d«to. ^ 

Wc are in the uncomfortable situation of negotiating wUh. htlle 
power other than the moraKty and justice of aw ca se ft CTnepqr 
that means little to ghosts and those who associate with fora) or 
the threat that our peofrie will erupt into a great frenzy of deqiair 
at some point in the future, when they run out of patience, 
tricks, food, and water. 

The cost of foihire is almost uziimaginaUe, but stui possible. It 
is a cost that wfll be deemed acceptable by the Wes^ because the - 
Arabs have little strategic value left in a world in whidi oowbt^ 
battle ghosts. It may also be aooepfoble to Israd, wh^ fees, ^ 
Crusader-tike, that it can isolate itself from its n eighbo ms, 
protected castles, nuclear bombs, and foreign sources of 
income. Some Arabs and Muslims, for tiieir part, may deade Ito 
they, too, can distance themselves from the madness of their 
Semitic cousins, perhaps by living permanently in five-star hotels 
in rf«g international resorts. 

In fact, though, these visions of escape are just that — mere, 
hollow visions — because it win not be easy to escape the fury of 
several hundred million Arabs who are relented to ctuonk 
poverty, autocracy, humiliation, and rage. This, in tiie end, is the 
virion haunts us: a future as flawed as our recent p^, a world 

ruled by political injustice and material inequity, tbe biitfafriace of 
the three g re at monotheistic religions rendered into a grotesque 
battlefield of mesrianic armies, a veritable kilting fieU vdiere tiie 
sword is held by those who kill in the name of their own (3od. 

We have already had a glimpse of this ugly fritnre, in tbe 
violence of the Israeli right, or tbe bntdi^ oonduc^ in semrri 
Arab countries by public and private armies tiiat dahn allegiaaioe 
to assorted ChristiaD or Muslim groups. Our land has been soiled 
by hijackers, terrorists, and hmtage-takeis. Our henta^ has 
been demeaned by tbe highest rate of militaiy spendmg.in the 
entire w^d juxfrqxised against the lowest rate of gemude 
stability in tbe entire worid. Our future has been {dao^-zn 
bondage to a great unknown: can we escape from the current: 
cyde of defeat, stalemate, and ^lenoe? 

The current political-economic order in the region will not 
gnstain itself if existing probtems are not resolved to tbe 
satisfaction of the majority of the people of this legfoo- Hie . 
Arab-lsraeii conflict is a key determinant of the current state of 
fragmentation, violenoe, and r^ression, and will remain so if it& 
DOC resolved in a just mann er. Either we move forward to justibe, 
peace, coexistence, and staNlity for all, or we move forward to 
more of the violence of the past — a past that destroyed Qnsadeis 
and many other fordgn imperial intruders, and that merdle^ 
burned those of the regioa, whether Chiistiims, Muslims or Jew^ ' 
who feigned legitimaqr by seeking to live in small fortress s tale s 
isolated from their natural surroundings. 

This is what is at s^e in the peace talks. We should always be 
aware of it, becanse it is a reality that we may have to deal, witii 
one day. As we negotiate in good faith, 'we should aim for the 
best, but dways be prepared for the worst. The option of failure is' 
not a weekend in Aqat». It is a rendezvous with die gates of hell. 
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Silwan settlers — part of long tradition of takeovers in Jerusalem 




By Robart Mahcmey. 
Reuter 


JERUSALEM — Across tbe 
roofr of tbe covered markets in 
Jenisalem's Muslim quarter, mili- 
tant Israeli settlers are spreading 
out from the Jewish quarter — 
latest encroachment in what 
Palestinians call the creeping 
‘*JudaisatioD*' of Arab East Jeru- 
salem. 

Tbe sk]dine that embraces the 
Christian diurch of the Holy 
Sepulchre on Golgotha HJll and 
the great Muslim shrine, the gol- 
den dome of tiie Rock Mosqne, is 
now dotted with Israeli fi^. 

They mark bouses taken over 
by settlers with the blesring and 
protection of tbe most ha^ne 
government in modern Israeli his- 
tory. 

Palesdnians say groups of 
nationalist and messianic Jews, 
using a combination of financial 
inducement, harassment, and leg- 
al manoeuvres, have taken over 
at least 53 Arab houses and a 
large Chxistian hospice in East 
Jerusalem, wfaidi Isrel captured 
from Jordan in 1967. 

The settlers have now set their 
rijg)its on the Arab village of 
Silwan outride tbe dty walls, they 
add. 

Ma^ showing buildings taken 
over % tbe autiunities for secur- 
ity purposes or bouses liable for 
seizure by the state under laws 


governing absentee owneiahip 
are offic^ly secret. But the set- 
tlers are fatnoliar with their' con- 
tents and are baring plans' on 
them. 

Israeli fla|S flying in Jeru- 
salem's old city show a chain of 
Jewish settlement stretching 
along major thorou^ifares to the 
western wall, Judaism's holiest 
site. 

Tbe pattern of Jewish settle- 
ment in the old dty fits into a 
bigger scheme within the mnnid- 
patity of Jerusalem, whidi in turn 
riots into a wider West Bank 


picture. 

Ma^ obtained by reporters 
show plans to build more than 
200 housing units for Jews around 
the old dty walls, more than 200 
homes south of the walls in Sil- 
wan and more than 1,000 units 
worth of the old dty, all in Arab 
areas. 

Jerusalem’s Mayor Teddy Kol- 
lek has denounced the plans as 
provocative. 

During his 26 years in dty hall 
Mr. Kollek was pursued a 
“mosaic” poIi <7 of keeping Jews 
out of potentiaUy explorive Arab 
neighbourhoods. But he has sur- 
rounded sudb areas with huge 
Jewish housing projects. 

Some 140,0ra Jews now live 
across the pre-1967 border of the 
dty, slowly endrcling the esti- 
mate 150,000 Arate in East 
Jerusalem and cutting them off 


from their natural hinterland of 
tire West Bank. About 350,000 
Israelis live in West Jerusalem. 
Israel daims .the entire dty of 
Jerusalem as its capital, but this is' 
not recognised internationally 

Even if he wanted to, Mr. 
Kollek would be virtually power- 
less to stop the drive by hawkish 
Houring Minister Ariel Sharon to 
place enough Jews in the West 
Bank and Jerusalem to make its 
return to Arabs under any U.S.- 
brokered Middle East peace 
accord extremely difficult. 

Chains of bud^g settlements 
cut the Jerusalem region into 
quarters, from Ramaliah in the 
north of Bethlehem in tiie south, 
from tbe Latxun region in the 
west to the hills overlooking 
Jerkho in the east. 

Mr. Sharon heads a speda] 
govenunent committee, formed 
to absorb an influx of Soviet 
Jews, which can and does over- 
ride tbe Jerusalem munidpaiity. 
Palestimans and left-wing Israels 
politidans say the trafl of permis- 
sion and fun^ng for many recent 
settier takeovers can be traced 
back to Mr. Sharo&n, whose 
office routinely declines to dis- 
cuss such matters. 

So when the U.S. State De- 
partment issued a strong appeal 
to the government this month to 
rein in settlers in Klwan, Palesti- 
nians laughed. 

One unearthed a speech by 


Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir in 
August 1988 whidi left no doubt 
about government plans. 

“We-must see to it that Jews 
settle in' tiie old dty and that tbs 
becomes part of oar general set- 
tlement policy in the land of 
Israel and alro that East Jeru- 
salem be settled extenrively by 
Jews,” Mr. %amir said. 

Palestinian academics say gov- 
ernment policy appears to be to 
maintain a Jew to Arab ratio of 
7:1 in die Jerusalem area. Be- 
cause the Arab birth rate is high- 
er this can be adiieved only by 
preventing Arabs from building 
in Jerusalem and moving them 
from the Muslim quarter, they 
say. 

The Palestinians say the first 
goal is easily achieved by with- 
holding munidpal planning per- 
misrion. Tbe second requires at 
least a veneer of legality. 

Palestinians say tbe law favours 
the settlers who use evidence of 
former Jewish ownership or 
tenancy of an Arab-occupied 
house to acquire it. Palestimans 
are forbidden by law to buy for- 
mer Arab houses in the Jewish 
quarter of the old dty and it is 
^ost impossible for them to buy 
property in West Jerusalem as 
Jews won't sell to them. 

The main settler groups use the 
law or pay huge sums to tenants 
to acquire properties, sometimes 
one room at a time. 


Subsidising irrigation water? 


By Ali Z. Ghezawi 


ONLY seven per cent of Jor- 
dan's cultivate land is irri- 
gated by surface water coming 
from Yarmouk River and ride' 
wadis. These irrigated lands 
are located mainly in tbe Jor- 
dan Valley, and produce 70 per 
cent of the Kmgdom's agri- 
cultural production. The Jor- 
dan Valley is in fact the ooon- 
tiy's agricultural backbone in 
terms ^ its output. The valley, 
endowed with semi-tropical cli- 
mate and sufficient water 
sources, assists the government 
in the socio-eoonomic develop- 
ment of tbe ar^ around it. 

During 19^1969 the gov- 
ernment, with external finan- 
dal and technical assistance 
completed the 78 kiiometres 
long King Abdullah (East 
Ghour) canal with a diriribu- 
tion network. The fiist phase 
^ the canal was designed to 
in%Bte about 120,000 dnnmns; pte- 
.1 sently, the canal irrigates 


320,000 dunums, marking an 
increase of 260 per cent over 
1969. The construction of the 
canal expanded and diversified 
the valley's agricultural pro- 
ductions. 

It is worth mentioning that 
prior to tbe construction of the 
canal, the irrigating water was 
distributed according to a shar- 
ing scheme, dependtag mainly 
on tribal liiriorical rights, which 
was strictly enforced and resp- 
seaed. Furthermore, land dis- 
tribution in the valley, by the 
^vemment, was the first case 
in the Kingdom where some 
form of sodalism as imposed 
upon the land owner. 

Due to the valley's rignifi- 
cant contribution to the King- 
dom’s economy, the govern- 
ment established the Jordan 
Vafl^ Authority (JVA) to su- 
pervise and carry out the de- 
velopment process. The au- 
thority introduced to tbe valley 


farmers modern irrigation 
tediniques in order to save 
water and expand the irrigated 
cultivated land in the valley. 
Moreover, the authority work- 
ed on a plan to extend the 
canal by another 40 kilometres 
southward. They overcame 
two major constraining factors: 
the scarcity of water resources, 
whidi depend mainly on fluc- 
tuating rainfall to recharge the 
strategic ground water and to 
fill the Kingdom dams and the 
fact that faimers in the south- 
ern Ghour (vdlley) cultivated 
banana's and other water-con- 


suming crops. 

JVA initiated a scheme in 


order to save in tbe irrigation 
water by compensating farmers 
who do not cultivate all their 
agricultural units (30 dunums). 
The scheme calls for the pay- 
ment of JD 10 per non-culti- 
vated dunum, provided that 
not more than 20 dunums per 


unit remain uncultivated. The 
water saved by this scheme will 
for sure be diannelled to big 
farms of banana and dtrus 
growers. Sudi a scheme will 
not allow small farmers to 
compete and achieve a mini- 
mum level of socio-economic 
progn^. 

Subsidisiiig irrigation water is 
one of the main obstades in 
the process of water conserva- 
tion in Jordan and a oontribu- 
tor to water waste. The Jordan 
Valley Authority should stop 
subsidising irrigation water and 
encourage farmers by reward- 
ing some of the money thus 
saved to farmers who conserve 
water and have the best crop in 
terms of quality and quantity. 
The govemmeni should alro 
subsidise new water irrigation 
conservation systems. 


The writer is a landowner and 
an economist. 


Ministers have admowfedged 
channeling funds to one group! 
which also raises money from the 
-United- States.- Potential foiei^' 
inv^ois are given a tour of the 
edd dty: pointing out former Jew- 
ish bouses. 

Ateret Cohamim, an offshoot 
of the larger Gush Emunim 
(block of tiie fruthful) group ool- 
oni^g the West Bai^ and Gaza 
Strip, already r efers to tbe Mus- 
lim quarter as the old Jewish 
quarter. 

"Everything we do is legal,” 
said Yossi Baumol, of Ateret 
Cohamim. “What we are trying 
to do here is rigjit an historical 
wrong. There was a Jewish 
majority here in 1914 under Tur- 
kish rule.” 

Jews left the old dty in tbe 
1920s, because ovezcrowdxiig and 
repealed Arab rioting. 

Settlers now say they axe mere- 
ly repossessing Jewish-owned 
property in the Muslim quarter. 
Palestinians and foreign 
academics di^te this. 

British researcher Graham 
McNeill says Jewidi occupancy, 
like that ^ their Arab nrig h- 
bouis, was generally based not on 
ownership but on the traditional 
system i^ereby tbe tenant of 
property buys toe right of occu- 
pancy through paying key- 
money. 

The settlers take advantage of 
the lack of land registration in the 
old dty where residency had tra- 
ditionally been the main proof of 
ownership. 


properties have also 
bwD seiz^ by the authorities for 
^gcurity reasons since 1967. T&ot . 
aitmber and location is a'fedeL 
Several rooms acquired tius way 
were given to sefttiers this -yi^ 
after a Jew was stabbed neai^. 

Even in cemtested cafes 'tte 
settlers just move in to "create 
facts on tiie ground. “If the Axfe . 
tenants go to court, tbe case 
could ^e yeai^, during irinch 
time s^ers axe often allowed to 
stay in tiie disputed property. 

This is so with the most famous 
case, the Greek Orthodox owned' 
Saint John's Hospice in the dd 
dty. The Greek paitrxaxdi dial- 
lenged tiie Ateret Cohanim 1990]; 
takrover of tbe ‘^-room oomplez^ 
and won an eviction order wlncfa^ 
the settlers dralfenged. While th&I 
case continues some 20 sdtiss . 
have been allowed to feay ih. ltej 
bo^pke. 

Hie settlers who took a bouse 
in Silwan in December bov^ f 
part of it from a tenant. Evea 
though the owner dSd not sell it tc' 
them, the sale was viewed as l^al 
and the settlers moved in. 

British acadeinic Richard 
mas believes many Arabs ^ 
have left the Muslim qna^* 
within 10 years. ' “ l 

“If the Inaeli occupation^dkl 
old dty continues without 
dianges, by toe end othe cent^ 
we are likely to see an old dtj 
'Disneymrld' with the forins 
Palestinian readents p rov idi pgaa 
ttotic biblical backdrop for-toor^ 
ist excursions,” he said. 
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LETTERS 


Iraqis need help 


4f. 


To the Editor: 


HIS grace the Archbishop of Canterbury wfll be visitine Jordani 
the first few days of next month. This is, of coarse a spoa 
appmt^ for everyone to welcome him hcre.not far aivaySi 
toe CSmstian holy places which Israel usurped ' • - - 

It would be an cTOllent idea if His Grace co^ spei^ a 6b 

nim days m the hfiddle East to be aUe to visit Iraq to witness ll 

mhurnanea^tiona in which it was left and fr^ winch it sti 
suffers with dM drato of tens of thousands of dnklxcD, wink 
and old peof^ who axe deprived of food and merfieme. ' ■ 

I am Once would can diioagh Us 

toe unprecedented sanctions to be lifted. ' . ^ ' ' ' 


Amman, Jpcduti 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and c6ntributk>os^&oai iti 
readers on any subject they wish to tattle. Letters i'ntead^lor 
publication, however, should contain the writers fuUmame x^ 
fxeferrably address„as well. Names can be wthheki r^y-uptXi 
request and onder spedal circumstances. Letters are sabjecC^. 
edidng. Tbe newspaper is not responsible for the iMafD&ha^'s 
manuscripts. 
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BCTHLHHEM', Occupied 
West Bank —The small crowd 
stodd outside the metre-high 
wiiemesh ience suirounding 
the- Isra^‘ police station. In- 
nde.. the .^es, acting in the 
bade ofn jeep, the three girls, 
with, an ed^ . of hysteria in 
dieir voices, pleaded their in- 
nocence vriA the soldiers. 

!*We were going to the store 
to buy yoghurt,” they 
screamed. 

The giiis, aged between iS 
and 18, bad just been taken 
into custody. They were sus- 
pected of having put up politic- 
al posters. 

Though not related to any of 
the ^ls,-the crowd outside, 
exempUf^ng the sense of fami- 
ly and cooperation that has 
come to characterise the 
Palestiiuar. intifada, pleaded 
with the soldiers to allow the 
to go free. 


A day in the life of a Palestinian town 


The girls were soon taken 
from the back of the jeep into 
the^ police station. Word of 
their arrest was passed to their 
families. Parents, uncles, 
aunts, brothers and sisters 
soon joined the vigil in the 
chilly, empty night. 

An hour passed before 
another army jeep screeched 
to a halt in front of the gates. 
In the back, one could hear 
^gglmg. Two woman soldiers, 
looking out of place in their 
olive drab uniforms, were 
helped off the jeep and led into 
the police station. They had 
been brought in to strip search 
the detainees. 

By this time, the parents 
were growing increasingly de- 
spondent. As the mothers con- 
tinually uttered prayers, the 
fathers helplessly paced back 
and forth, stopping occasional- 
ly to look and listen to the 
soldiers* screaming and the 
girls’ pleading. 

Suddenly, two unshaven and 


unkempt teenagers walked out 
from the honeycomb of alley- 
ways that spill into the city 
square. They walked past the 
waiting crowd, lo the edge of 
the wf remesh fence and stood 
there, away from the crowd. 
Soon, a soldier came out to 
meet them. After some initial 
whispering, the soldier started 
screaming at the teenagers as if 
they had commined some off- 
ence and pushed them into the 
police yard and the building. 

“This is it.” said a bystander. 
"Those dogs! Now we know 
(who turned the girls in).” 
The two teenagers, he was saying 
were most probably collabor- 
ators. Not being residents of 
Bethlehem, they had recently 
been seen around town. 

“I am not afraid of the 
Jews,” Che bystander, a local 
reporter, said. "What can the 
Jews do to me? I jun afraid of 
the Arabs. That is our 
problem.” 

Lucy, one of the girls 


arrested, had been arrested 
and imprisoned previously for 
taking part in the intifada, said 
Hanna J. Nasser, deputy 
mayor of Bethlehem, inter- 
viewed the next day. Her two 
older brothers bad also served 
time in prison. Lucy's father 
had died when she was young, 
be said. 

“Her mother came to the 
house in the morning to see me 
and asked me to intervene with 
the authorities.” Mr. Nasser 
said. “I told her there was 
nothing I could do.” 

Each of the girls eventually 
confessed to being guilty of the 
charges, he said. There were 
reports that they were slapped 
and beaten during the inter- 
rogation. 

Each girl was fined 750 
shekels, Mr. Nasser said. The 
average monthly salary of a 
municipal worker in Beth- 
lehem is 700 shekels per 
month. While people, alleged 
offences and fines may vary. 
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Frey rejects 

(ContiBaed firom pi^ 1) 

bis commimi^ and Beh Sabur, a 
Cfaristsan town where tradztioa 
holds shqriienls learned of the 
(rf Christ, vro&ld accept only 
(firectives from the uprising lead- 
ers and Hamas. 

He add^ *T warn to say that 
' the Pal estinian leadership outside 
and inode support the opemng of 
Bethldem adjoining ^it 
iSalto ... all frie day.” 

He urged sb(^, restaurants 
and cafm to remain open and said 
people should **do their shop- 
ping." 

The Palesiiiie Liberation Orga- 
jusatimt (FLO) and Hamas have 
been the main forces behind the 
;four-year uprising. 

• The i ^ rising has resulted in 
^subdued Chrirtmas holidays in 
Bethlehem in recent years, with 
shops and restaurants dos^. 

Beirut body 

CCmrihiaed finnn 1) 

Ibeld, and Mr. Pioco is trying to obtain 
; their release along with tte remains 
!of hostages who died in captivity. 

CoL Higgins was the last American 
to be kidnapped in Lebanon since the 
spate of abduclioM began in 1984. He 
also was the third American bosta^ 
to (Be. 

Annoimcing his execution, his kid- 
nappers released a 30-second 
videotape sbowii^ a nran, poqxHted- 
ly CoL Higgins, hanging from a gal- 
lows. There was no way to detenniDe 
when the video was made. 

U.N. souzoes in Lebanon have said 
that although his death was 
lamoimced in July they believed 
Qd. Higsios dM of torture in De- 
cember after an escape anempt. 

In addition to Coi. Higgins, Wil- 
liam Buckley, the Genizal Intelli- 
^Dce Agency (OA) stadim chief in 
Beinit librarian Peter IQburn, 
61, have died in captivhy. 


Your VnhiyettaMe Christiim Gift 
Lamp Sftader aud Mirrors 



I • . - - • , 

The most creative designs by Hind Taher, 
combining hand carved stones together with 
hand woven rugs. 

STARS showroom - Mecca Str. 

Tel. 819344 


similar scenes are repeated 
hundreds of times throughout 
the occupied Arab territories, 
one witness said. 

Economic strangulation — 
either through imposition of 


fines or the suppression of die 
emergence of an economic in- 
frastructure — is the rnain 
weapon used by the Israelis to 
silence the nationalistic ten- 
dencies of the Palestinians. 


The story of Lucy and her 
friends, and most of all the 750 
shekels fine, was scxin known 
by most of the town, spread 
through the grapevine. Ei^no- 
mic strangulation — the mes- 


sage bad been reinforced. 

“We hope that we reach our 
goal eventually and have our 
lands liberated.” Mr. Nasser 
said. “We can’t continue to 
live under occupation.” 
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■ ti addition to the best 
i kinds of 


Cakes, Petit beaurre, Pasta, Chocolates, Ice Creams. 

The company is pleased to welcome you to the centrally heated hall for 
birthday parties and other joyfvd occasions. 

#* 

Soon we will offer you selected assortments of hot and cold sandwiches. 
Ablan Wa Sablan... Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!! 


Yahya 
& Partners 


Extends its best wishes to 
you and as always offers | 
you the best quality of 

X-mas Log 

with chestnuts 
as well as 

tbeOridms^ 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGHl 
FORWARDING. OOOR-K) 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
, DELIVERIES CUSTOMS 
> CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
]_AN0. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

tEL.60467E 604696 
POBOi 7B06 

AMMAN 





Thefirstftbett 
CMnae Reftaiirant 
in Jordan 

istOrc^. Jabai^tvnan. near 
^yyah Gtrls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 Mkinigbt 

Tetss^ea 


JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 


CROWN i 

“ INT'L EST. E 

m Packing, shipping. 1 

1 fonwarding, storage. ■ 
I clearing, door-to-door g 
1 service g 

Air^e^n^^nd 

Agents ak ovef :ne «cna 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 

.O.BOX 926487 Ammai 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Sireel. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbogue for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
speciatiiies 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. y 

6:3 0 - Midnight X 


Ob The Oecaskm Of Ctrbimas 

offers a 40 % discount on 
SWAROVSKI 
Austrian crystal items 
The offers last until the end of 1991. 

Jabal Amman - Seeona Circle, 
tel: 6418ie-B42397 


Many villas and apartment^ 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are| 
available lor sale. 

[For further details, pleasej 
call 

lAbdonn Real! 
Estate 

tTel. 810605, 810609, 

.Fax: 810520, 



P £VllN’c\ 


AUTHENTidi 
CHINESE 
CUISINE 
etegupf 
coiorful ulmosphere 

miKllT-lIf HflLL-1 
shvrmivani.iGl 6hp25U 
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STUDIO HiUO 

Professional Quality in 
I Hour Service 
Develop your colour film a I 
our shop and get:- 


• JVMBO 
siom 30% torgmr 

« Fiwm Metal 
13 X IS 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604tW: 
Swefieh (d: 82.^891 


RENT 

Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMHIAN 


Just cMI NIDAL 

693037 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


FOR RENT 


DELUXE B SUPEB DELUXE 

tPARTME«T5 -tLL.:v.S 
& iEWi 

GET the best at 

JAMAL REAL ESTATE 

JUST CALL 



MAWDABW RESTAmmI 

Spedal duBese Foods 
SldDed Oiiiiese Chefs 


Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

frW. S61922, Amman 

Once Tasted 
ftlwotfE Lci/ed 




AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

mO^tSMA 0^-23:30 


Tek II3-SU41S 


International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 


Ftir Reicrvaiion. JeM ArwiUin 
Third Cin le Tel. hl 50 O 0 • NlfODi 
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LOi»y LOUNGE 

Si^BL 

DAILY PIANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 

^ = 
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The First Class Hotel in 
* Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IhyMITEL 


Amman -Tel 666193 
P O Bo* 9^03 - Fax 602-134 
Teie^ 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 





^ -fle nch TtniMiic- 
819564 - Abdoun 


Luxury 

Leather Accessories 


S ^ide 



Christinas Gifts &Winter Wear 


Wadi Saqra Street Near the UNESCX) Building 

Tel: 692 642 



HANOrS RESTAURANTS 


On the occasion of Christmas 
Mand/s Restaurants wishes you 
a Merry Christmas and invites you 
to spend the Christmas Eve. 


Distinguished ser- 
vice. deiicious dis- 
hes. and joy with the 
Arabic. Armenian. 
Kurdish and Turkish, 
singing and Suzuki. 



jsm 

No entry tickets 



Shmelsanl-Industry and Trade Mlnlatr 
Street ^ near the Concord Cinema. 
Tel. 687920-687930 
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Real Madrid drops 
point, raise rivals’ hopes 


LONDON (R) — Real Madrid’s 
ooloiuless go^ess draw against 
Real Orvieto has raised rivals' 
hopes that the Spanish Soccer 
Cbamimnship is not yet a fore- 
gone conclusion. 

“The league is hotting up,” tan 
the headline of a popular Spanish 
^xnting paper as Adetico P^drid 
moved one point closer to the top 
of the table this weekend after 
their 1-0 win over Sporting Gijon. 
They now trail Real by six points. 

Atletico trainer Lob Aiagones 
believes die league is still wide 
open. “Madrid's advantage is im- 
portant bat you can't now talk 
about a league winner — that 
won’t be decided until the end 
and then we'll see who the diam- 
pions are.” 

“You cant win all the time,” 
said Real Madrid striker Emilio 
Butiagueno, who plenty 

of chwces in his side’s second 
oonsecutive draw after dieir irres- 
istible run of form. 

Real trainer Radomir Antic 
preferred to focus on progress so 
far. '*This has been the best year 
of my sporting career,” he said. 

Btuodcma, also back on track, 
siammed Cadiz 4-1 and heard 
Danish striker Michael Landrup 
confirm he was staying for 
another season. 

*T haven't found anytinng bet- 
ter than dds dub,” he said. 

Aoe Ftencfa marksman Jean- 
Pierre Papin had another success- 
ful weelmnd. On Saturday, he 
helped MaiseiUe crash Caen S-0. 

Pafrin is almost sure to dinch 
his fourth consecutive title with 
cfaaznjHons MaiseQJe, now four 
pt^ts clear of Monaco vrith a 
gzme in hand. 

It will probably be his last 
season in France. Like many 
European soccer stars, Piqrin is 


pmsed to join an Italian club. The 
28-year-old striker said he had 
received offers from AC MHan, 
Napoli and Juventus. 

Dutch first divisioD leaders 
PSV Eindoven go into the winter 
break with their unbeaten record 
in tact. 

PSV trainer and former Eng- 
land manager Bobby Robson 
gave a rare smile after his side's 
dosing game of 1991 — they won 
4-0 away to FC Twente Sunday. 
He even had the good hmnour to 
throw a couple of words of his 
seldom-heard Dntdi into a post- 
matdi interview. 

But rumours of his departure 
from Eindhoven at the end of the 
season will continue to swirl until 
ins PSV contract is renegotiated 
next month. 




Thirteen wins and six draws 
have given bis side 32 points. 
Only two pc^ts and a ^me in 
band separate them from 
Feyenoord Rotterdam, who have 
nuninted a concerted charge on 
the top of the table during the 
early winter months. Ihe league 
resumes on Jan. 10. 

Porto's goaOceq^er '^fitor Baia 
set a Portoguese record of 1,079 
inmutes vrithoot conceding a goal 
in the 0-0 draw at Boavista Sun- 
day. 

Baia surprised the 1,064- 
minute mark set by Benfica's 
Manuel Bento 10 yeara ago. 

■ Chamirioiis Benfica, who beat 
Uniao da Madeira 1-0 away 
Saturday, re^uned top ptooe. 

Porto remained one point be- 
hind with a game in band. 

Benfica, reduced to 10 men in 
the 71st minute ufreu Soriet strik- 
er Seigei Uran was sent off ftnr a 


foul, dincfaed the winner four 
□miDtes later. Antonio Pacheco 
scored from tiie penahy spot after 
Vitor Paneha was brcMig^t down 
by B rarilian dander Nfoico Au- 
relio. 

An 87tfa minute goal by defen- 
der Jose Leal gave thiid^aoed 
qjorting a 2-1 home victoiy over 
Maiitimo. 

Maritimo captain Carlos Jorge 
was sent off in file first half for a 
bad tackle on Jorge Cadete. 

Leeds United blew a chance to 
go back on top of the En^ish 
soccer first division when they 
were held (M) at Nottin^iam 
Forest Sunday. 

Manchester United, who have 
two games in hand after their 
home game with Aston Villa was 
postponed Saturday because of a 
waterlogged fritcfa, stayed ahead 
of Leeds'on ^lal cGQcrence. Both 
have 44 points. 

Leeds enjoyed more possession 
but failed to produce clear-cut 
opening, while Forest ooidd have 
stolen die points if they had put 
away one tif three good chancies. 

Manchester Unici^ face Leeds 
in a top-of-tiie-table dash at 
land Road next Saturday. 

England captain Gary Lineker 
scored his first goal ance coming 
back from a four-match breidc 
because of his baby son's illness 
to help Tottenham win 2-1 at 
Cry^ Palace. 

Lineker, Eng^ football's top 
scorer with 20 goals, scored in the 
36tb minute I^nl Walsh had put 
Tottenham ahead 20 minutes ear- 
lier. 

But Spurs struggled against a 
fierce vrind after the break and 
Palace pulled a goal bade when 
Tottenham's finmer England de- 
fender Terry Fenmck pot the ball 
in his own net in the S^id minute. 


Bubka ready to compete for Ukraine 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — Sergei 
Bubka has dominated world pole 
vaulting for the last decade while 
competing for the Soviet Union. 
Now be looks forward to repre- 
senting bis native Ukraine. 

'*Wby not compete for 
Ukraine? I think it's the best 
solution,” Bubka said in a tele- 
phone interview Sunday from his 
borne town of Donetsk. “I don’t 
understand why we must be one 
team of 11 countries.” 

Bubka was refering to the 11 
former Soviet republics that 
formed the Commonwealth of 
Independent States Saturday in 
Aima Ata, Kazakhastan. 

Ukraine earlier this week 
aAed the International Olymi^ 
Committee to allow it to partici- 
pate independently in the 1992 
games, according to a news agen- 
cy. 

The request was made Thurs- 
day, the same day the Vice Presi- 
dent of the Soviet Olympic Com- 
mittee said Ukraine would com- 
pete on a unified Soviet team at 
the winter games that begin in 
Albertville, France, on Feb. 8. 

An official request was sent 
from the Ukrainian parliament 
Tliorsday asking that Ukraine’s 
National Olympic Committee be. 
recognised as a full member of 
the IOC, the Uk rainian Informa- 


tion Service said. 

Bubka, who broke the worid 
pole vault record four times in- 
doors and foor times outdoors 
this year, said he had not y^ 
talked to the Ukrainian Olympic 
Committee. 

“i don't have modi informa- 
tion about an Ukrainian team. 
It's a cfifficuh question. But we'D 
have a meeting in Kiev Tuesday. 
Then FU meet our leaders. If 
Ukraine can’t send its own team 
to the winter games, maybe it will 
happen for ^ summer games.” 

At least 15 countries, i^mfing 
Canada and Great Britain, had 
lecbgnised Ukraine foUowihg the 
former Soviet republic's over- 
wfaehning vote on independence 
on Dec. 1. Ukrainian athletes 
won 400 medals, includii^ 
177 golds, for the SoWet Union 
sinoe 1952. 

Bubka, vriio will defend his 
1988 Olympic title in Barcelona 
in August, said the political tur- 
m(^ in the fonner Soviet Union 
has created a tough situation for 
many atiiletes. 

Gossport, the government 
agenqr that funded, controlled 
pumped Communist ideology 
into generations of Soviet diam- 
pion athletes, went out of busi- 
ness early thfr month. 

“The economic, situation is 


very bad. Who will give money to 
the athletes? For me it's no prob- 
lem, but it will be difficult for 
many other athletes,” said Bub 
ka, oho has several endocsement 
contracts and gets big bonus 
money every time he sets a world 
record. 

Bubka, who earlier this year 
agned a contract to compete for a 
ti^ dub in Beriin, has broken 
the worid pole vault record 28 
times — 15 indoors and 13 out- 
doors. That makes him one of ihe 
greatest rcoord-breakers in trac^ 
and fii^ histo^. ' ' ' 

His indoor record is .611^ 
metres and he improved the 
door mark to 6.10 (20-0) — be- 
ocmnog the first man to clear 20 
feet outdoors — in Malmo, 
Sweden, a few weeks before win- 
ning the event at the World 
Athletics Championships in 
Tokyo in August. 

Bubka, 28, and Carl Lewis, the 
omstanding athletics athletes of 
tile 1980s, will compete Feb. 5 in 
StodEhofan's Qobe Arena. 

“I will probabfy be my season 
debut indoors although 1 may 
compete in a meet in France at 
the end of Jaxmaiy,” Bubka said. 
“Fm training quite hard now. I’ve 
been jum p in g welHn training, but 
Fm totbered by pam in my left 
1^. It's an old injury.” 


Papin wins 
Europe’s 
Player of 
the Year 
Award 

PARIS (R) — Jean-Pierre Papin, 
whose fans love him as much for 
his unpretentious life style as his 
goal-sooring exploits, was voted 
^ropean Footballer of the Year. 

The MaiseOle striker wn tiie 
vote by 29 sports journalists over 
tiie other three finalists, German 
skipper Lotfaar Mattiiaeus of In- 
ternazionale, and Yugoslav stars 
Darko Pancev and Dejan 
Savicevic of European champions 
Red Star Belgra^. 

The 28-year-old striker, who 
has scored 124 times in the league 
since his first match mtb Marseil- 
le in 1986, is only the third 
Frendunan to receive the presti- 
gious title after Raymond Kopa 
and current natimd team boss 
Michel Platini. 

Pi^, de^te his successful 
year, was on the losing side in the 
European Cup final against Red 
Star last May but he is hoping to 
make up by bdping France win 
tiie Europran Qumpionsliip in 
Sweden next June. 

Papin won 141 votes, while 
Matthaeus, the 1990 Enropean 
FootbaUer of the Year, Pancev 
and Savisevic each got 42 points. 

A third Yugoslav, Real Mad- 
rid's Robert Prosinecki, was fifth 
with 34. 

To bis opponents, Papin is one 
of the most dtmgerous strikers in 
the world today. But to every- 
body else, he is J.P.P., the star 
with simple tastes. 

“A star can have simple 
tastes,” runs a slogan Papin has 
been repeating for weeks on 
French television in a slick adver- 
tisement selling disposable 
lasors. 

*i will never change because 1 
will always remember that 1 used 
to earn 4,000 francs (S730) a 
month,” said Papin, whose 
mother works at a supermarket 
checkout. 

T hanks to their inqnr^oual 
scorer, Marseille established 
themselves as arguably the best 
side in Europe by diminating 
formidable AC \filan of. Italy in 
the European Cup in March. 

“It was fantastic," Papin said. 
“Nobody tboug)it we could do it 
but we knew." 

The dream ended in Bari in 
May with Marseille's Europemi 
Cup find defeat oirpenahies -by 
Red Stv. 

“I don't want to watch that 
match again,” Piqnn said. “Our 
dream was and the rest of 
the season with ft." 

But worse was still to come. 

Before a league match at St. 
Etienne last month Papin was 
struck by a beer bottle as he got 
off the players' coach. St. Etienne 
doctors arid club Preadent Andre 
Laurent later accused him of hav- 
ing feigned injury. 

“How could I do such a thing?'' 
Papin said. “It was just efisgust- 
iqg. I couldn't stand it because it 
was my honesty that was put in 
doubt. Football will never mean 
the same to me.” 



Goalkeeper Higuita to leave Valladolid 

VALLADOLID, Spain (R) — Colombia's colourful World Cup 
goalkeeper Rene Higmta, famous for his forays into midfield, said 
Sunday he was leaving Real Valladolid broause be had not 
adjust^ to Spanish soccer. ‘Tm going because 1 haven't 
performed as well as many people were expecting, myself 
included,” the loqg-haired Jti^ca told reporters after Simmy's 
2-2 home draw with TenerCfe in the Spanirii first division. 
Valladolid's poor season — they are two from bottom with only 
time wins in 15 matdies — has led to speculation over the future 
of aU four of their Colombians, induding midfielders Carlos 
Valderrama and Leonel Alvarez and coach Padio Matuiana. All 
three players are going to Colombia for the Oirisunas holidays 
but Lfignita, who has one of the worst records with 25 go^ 
omceded this season, will not be coming back. 

Malta holds Greece to 1-1 draw 

VALLETTA (R) — Soccer Minnows Malta f^ed up only their 
second point as they bdd Greece 1-1 at home in their final 
Enropean Champion^p Group 6 qualifier. The Maltese, who- 
finidied bottom of the group won ^ European diampions the 
Netherlands, were on course for a rare win when Stefan Sultana 
seized on an error Greek goalkeeper Georgis Plitsis to score in 
the 42nd minute. But Greece, laddng several experieuced 
players, drew level through substftute Groigis Maiinakis in the 
67th minute. Greece finftbed third in the group. 

Wilander to skip Australian open 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — Former Worid No. 1 Mats Wilander, 
who had knee surgery in July, will not play in the Australian Open 
on Jan. 13-26 and may retire from tennis. “I haven't trained in the 
last couple of weeks,” ’V^ander said in a Swedish radio interriew. 
“I don't think FQ play again until the European clay ooint season 
starts in the spring. “But 1 haven’t made a final deoaon. If I play 
again in the qrring, FU enter a small tournamenL” The 
28-year-old Swe^, who was injured at Queen's Club before 
Wimbledon, completed three legs of the Grand Slam in 1988, 
outiasting Ivan Lradl in the U.S. Open and was briefly ranked 
No. 1 in the worid. Wilander, who has dropped out of the top 100 
on the ATP Tour computer rankings, was tied with Lendl for 
most Grand Slam singles title (seven) in the 1980s. He won tiie 
Frimch Open and Australian Opmi three times. IBs last tourna- 
ment victory came in Itapaika, Brazil, a year ago. 

Wheaton, Fernandez withdraw from team 

PERTH, Australia (AP) — Grand Slam cop wiruier David 
Wheaton and teammate Mary Joe Fernandez have mthdrawn 
from the U.S. team competing in the Hopman Cup Team Tennis 
Tournament, organisers said. Wheaton and Fernandez had to 
dr^ out because of unspecified injuries, the organisers said. The 
pair win be replaced by Derrick Rostagno and Amy Frarier, they 
said. Rostagno is ranked I3tfa in the world and Frazier is 27th. 
Ihe U.S. team remains third-seeded for the tournameiit, b ehin d 
the German combination of Boris Bedcer and Steffi Graf and the 
planish brother-sister pairing of Emilio Sanchez and Aranxta 
Sancfaez-Vicario, The Hopman Cup is a 12-nation- exhibition 
event that features men's and women's singles and mixed doubles 
contests. The tournament is to be played at the Pertii Superdrome 
from Dec. 27 to Jan. 3 and is one of a number of warm-up events 
for the Australian Open, whidi be^ns Jan. 13 in Melbourne. 

Weber 1st in Paris-Cape Town prologue 

Rouen, France (R) — Germany's Erwin Weber, drmi^ a 
MGtsubishi Pajero, won the four kilometres prologue to the 
Paris-Gape Town Rally Simday. Finland's Ari Vatanen, favourfte 
to win the 2S-day, 12,472 fons haul, came second. in the 
riiakedowo test to d^de the nmning order for Monday's officii 
start. Vatanen, in a Gtroen' ZX, dock^ 'four minutps,6Qe. 
second, just one second behimf- Weber. After tra^^ing south 
thiot^ France followed by a ferry crosring of the Mediterraoean, 
the 340-plus competitors fooe their first serious action Thursday 
with a 651 kms desert haul from Misratah to Sirte in Libya. 

Osoro heads Kenyan athletics sweep 

MOL, Belgium (R) — Ondoro Osoro led a Kenyan sweep of tiie 
first four places in a Grand Prix cross-country. Osoro, overall 
winner of last year’s inaugural series, led virtually throughout. He 
finish ed 100 metres dear of World Championdiip bronze medal- 
list Simon Karori. The pair staged a one-two triumph in the 
openir^ race of the series in Bolbra, France, on Dec. 1. FraiKesco 
^netta, running bis first cross-country following a suspension by 
his Italian Fed^tion, headed the E^iropean challenge in sixth 
place. Fonr-times world champion John Ngugi of Kenya signalled 
his return to form in mnth spot. Ireland's Cathriona McKiernan 
also made it two in a row in the women's section after pulling 
away from Belgian Veronique Cbllard 400 metres from the tme. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY DECEMBER 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundai^ 


Graf hires Guenthard as new coach 

BRUEHL, Germany (AF) — Heinz Gueotbaritfr the luw coach 
of Steffi Graf, the No. 2 woman tennis players in the worid, her 
fath er and manager Peter Graf aimounced. Guenthardt, former 
Swiss Davis Cup coach, will travel with Graf to Australia after 
Christmas. Graf will join Boris Becker in the Hopmw Cup in 
Perth and will then go to Melbourne for the AustialiaD Open, 
Peter Graf said. Graf parted comity with Gsedioslovak coach 
Pavel Slozil in November, following a five-year partnership. 


NEVER IN ALL '(t)UR YEARS 
OF TEACHINS, HUH ? 
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ALL THE TRICKS 


Bast- West vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 
»AJ87532 
T A K 
■: A 10 B 6 
4 Void 

WEST EAST 

496 4KQ10 4 

TJ9754 TQ10 3 

7 V 6 4 2 

4KJ743 4AQ6 

SOUTH 
4 Void 
98 6 2 
V K Q J.8 3 
4 lO 9 8 5 2 
bidding: 

East South West North 
14 2v 34 5NT 

Pass 7 V Pass Pass 

Dbl Pass Paas Pass 

Opening lead: Seven of v 
There ara players who have jiever 
bid and made a grand slam, some . 
because of a reluctance to risk the 
considerable bonus awarded a small 
slam, otfaeis because they never held 
the cards. Grand slams, however, 
Bie not that uncommon, but to bid 
and maicp a grand nlem after your 
‘opponents have opened the bidding 
is a rare bird indeed. 

South's two diamonds was a weak 
jump overrali. Usually, this setion is 
taken with a six-ca^ suit, but at 
this vulnerability it is not imimown 
for practitioners to take some liber^ 
ties. North thought it highly likely 


that South held no more than one 
^de, and decided to play a gnuid 
iJam if partner held both the king 
and queen of diamonds. Five no 
trump was the Grand Slam Force. 
Bskiiigpaitner to bid the grand with 
two of the three top honors, and 
South dutifully oblig^ East's dou- 
ble was more a matter of high dud- 
geon Uian any conviction that the 
slam could he defeated. 

Since it was obvious that North- 
South were bidding on distribution 
rather than power. West led a trump 
in an effort to cut down on passible 
tuffs. It was an intelligent choice, 
but not enough to defeat the 
contract 

Declarer won with dummy’s nine 
as Ekut followed, and immediately 
ruffed a qpade A heart to tlm 
king was followed by another spade 
niSed hl^ and the ej^t of dia- 
monds was overtaken with the ten 
to permit declarer to raff a spade 
with the king of trumps as West 
discarded a heart. 

All of dummy's spades were now 
established. Declarer crossed to the 
table with a club ruff cashed the aoe 
of trumps to draw the last trump 
and the ace of spades to remove the 
defenders’ last card in that suit. 
Dummy was left with nothing but 
winners and the doubled grand dam 
had roUed home with onfr 22 Ugh- 
card points in the combined 
holding. 





WtAAYs 

THIS? 


THAT? 

tmat’s a tip 
For VOO'J^ 



'"m 



A F\FTy-( WriATfe the OH.Vert-.SURE.' S. 
CE(^Ti^|MATTER?DaSfT / BUT-eR--yoU'RE-A 

»4NOW WHAT liTUE OLD-FASrtWNED. ' 
L rVi A TIP »S. ^ f 1 AIN'T 700*^- USING CHANGE? 


I 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: Un- 
wise, sudden and dramatic changes 
that for the most part are not 
benefidai put an unlikely slant on 
this special holiday evening as the 
Moon squares Venus and ^uto ... 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You have much to do in prepara- 
tion for tomorrow and to get your 
residence in good condition to re- 
ceive the relatives that you do 
expect. 

TAUR15: f April 20 to May 20) 
Yfxi have a considerable amount 
of charm now and you will need it 
to maintain control of your nerves 
especially during the next few 
days. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
There are a number of acquaint- 
ances and dose friends who like to 
be doser to you and regard you as 
congenial companions especially 
now. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Look to that person who 
has a oonridcrable amount of influ- 
ence in the world of outside activ- 
ity and get him on your side in 
some pet project. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
now can get a wb<^ new 
tion to gain your aspirations and 
particularly if you will study those 
outlets that mean a great deal to 
you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Whatever you would like to do 
thm means getting out of your own 


little rut is just great so lose no 
time but let those about see yoa 
value their fresh ideas. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octoba 
22) Now you can see dearly what 
you need to do in order to get 
those duties attended to that are at 
present impending upon your de- 
sire for new outiets. 

SCORPIO: (Oaober 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have a partner with 
very definite views and_ its op to 
you to show you are anxious to get 
along better with him by shonmg 
you have a cooperative attitude. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You have many 
tack* to do to preparation fair 
tomorrow and if you are enthusisfr 
tic about them you can have a great 
time with dose friends. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Lo(^ to those vriiom 
you re^rd as your truly compati- 
ble p»i* and go along with the 
pleasures and entertainment^ Aat 
they have planned for you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Now you find that your 
interest in maneis beneath your 
own roof can be expressed and you 
can gain the approval of your own 
famil y by consulting with them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You have lots of chances now 
to get everything of a regular na- 
tare so amng^ that your 
ahead will flow much more easUy 
and happier. 


■ 

■ 

THE BETTER HALF^ 

By Harris 






Like the new shirt 1 bought 
for you?” 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the aurpifae answer, as sug-. 
gested by the abovq cartomi. 



Print answer hem: ^ X X ^ TOE 



Yesterday's 


(Answers tonKXTOul) 

Jumbles: PRIZE BRAVE VIRTUE CAVORT 

Answer. The snob had a hlgh-dass educafion, whidi is 
why he herar told a ”ie '-^xit he vmuld 
frequeniiiy do this— ■■PREVARICATE" 


THE Daily Crossword fay Hank Harrington 


ACROSS 
1 Retained 
5 Veggie 
9 Founded 

14 Zone 

15 Landdrs et af. 

16 Roman 
magistrate 

17 Toast 

19 Stem jrtn ts 

20 Exploit 

21 Silly trick 

22 HeHenic 
23GuKarMPauf 

24 Fold a flag 

25 G1 

26 Fam. member 

27 Of an age 
29 Suppositions 
32 Carmn 

layovers 

SSSOBHt 

36 “God's 
Little — " 

37 Man men? 

39 DoortwH 

aframatm 

41 Make over 

42 Queries 

44 Motor button 

45 Holy fear 

46 Slugger Muaial 

47 Small boy 
46 Fr. head 
50 Norse god 
52 — Na Na 
55 Ponderosa's 

Greene 

57 ‘“...on — - and a 
prayer" 

58 Children's game 

59 Wipe out 

60 5vrindle 

62 Take place 

63 Sharpen 

64 Sommer of films 

65 Land—' 

66 Pitcher 

67 A Truman 

DOWN 

1 Afghan city 

2 Having an 
irregular edge 

3For — sakef 

4 Make iaoe 

5 CoHege grounds 



41991 Tnbiffiti Mete Servi c es, irw. 
M Rigtiis Fnerved 


6 fndy racer 

7 Having knots 

8 Disoem 

9 —6^ 

10 Bedeck 

11 Partners 

12 Gen. RobL — 

13 Rott-bop 

18 Dunderhaadsd 

25 Salt's story 

26 Utah's fkrmt 
28 Korean soldiers 

30 Loose 

31 Sp. painter 

32 Gumbo basis 

33 Over 

34 Divert 

35 Gr. peak 

36 Served perfectly 
38 London 

gallarv 
40 Mandarin 
43 Expertise 
46Gukles 
47Jack-o/-att- 


Yestenby^s 




□mma nnnn nrannn 
tHiamn nniDO nnme^n 
oarnn nrann nnnon 
□non nmncDEinannn 
riBiinnnnQ Cjnnn 

Qiiq rann Jiuc 

□annn ranraa nnaR 
nnaani nonn 
□□on tancin naBcir. 

□C1I3 Rnn nnn 
^ nornD inaonnonB 
narmnonriRn nmnn 
HncjHH nniDD Rann 
nngna nnnn onHfi 
soRQR nnRR oraor 


49 Follow 


51 A Keaton 

52 Pillared - 

53 Dovss^ 
roponents 

54 Moorehead - 


. ’ .. /- .• 

55i*npao^.^-;;: 
56 Whale 

57TenniallaRl•4.;^ 

ftfSagimiBg'. 

* r n n i V llf - — 

to . * - ^ • 
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Ja>i b 


Hiu^tdal 



Cairo Amman Bank 



kave 


V »• 


’“emjJ 

you. ^ 

ftap w 

f 5 C 5 

nh Ui^'7 
><i kk. 

fbgrtafb 
>^4«, 


currency: 

• 

UneVadi 

Cfistt 

ivuto/wmt 

Boupent 

Opaung 

lu. 25/11/1991 

Svcranig ra^Bo * 

I.S5M 

I.661C 

Dcitfs^ Marie 

1.5159 

1.5290 

Franc 

J.3«2 

1.3590 

Fkvadi Franc " 

S.C499 

5.C250 

Japanese Vea 

^ 1C7.S5 

— 

127.55 

European Cmcny Uah 

r.3J?5 

1.3275 


VSD Bcr SIC 


I. UMT 


Z5/fZ/l99r 


non 




rris 


-i 

Z ? 


Carrcncy . 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

4.75 

4.S5 

4.11 

4.15 

SferUng Fowid 

10.93 

10. 

10.66 

10.56 

Devtsdie Marie 

9.75 

9.75 

9.56 

9.56 

Swiss naac 

b.S0 

6.37 

6.37 

6.IC 

French Franc 

10.06 

10.0b 

10.06 

9.93 

Japanese Yen 

6.06 

5.93 

S.fC 

5.37 

Enrnpean Current Unit 

I0.O6 

I0.o£ 

10.50 

JJ.3J 


hu rma tar nwiiiab cun^ L .V D,iiUrk l.0M.Miar EqiBvaleu. 

Z3/l2/mi 


MeUd 

USD/Oz 


Melal 

LSD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

3SS.3S 

6.80 

SOver 

3.87 

0.084 


EKc h tanja Rm BiiltotiR 


2S/12/t9n 




Cnracnc^ 

Bid 

OfTer 

U.S. DoBar 

0.6760 

o.mo 

Sterifaie Pound 

1.2591 

J.2654 

Mark 

0.4421 

0.4445 

Swiss Fme 

0.4075 

0.5000 

French Franc 

0.1294 

0.1300 

Japaacse Yen* 

0.5305 

0.5330 


0.3916 

0.3936 

Swedhh. Krona 

0.1209 

0.1215 

ihrfiaii Lira* 

0.0563 

0.0566 

B^ian Ftnac 

0.02135 

0.02146 

“ Pkr IN 



ORmf Ctomndes 

Dan 

a: 23/lZnm 

Cnrrencj 

BM 

orrn- 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.7640 

i.mo 

LelMMse Ura* 

0.0765 

0.0775 


0.1799 

0.1606 


— 

— 

Qatari Riyal 

0.1832 

0.1640 

Cigj|Kian rcnniQ 

0.2000 

0.2200 


1.7305 

I.73W 

UAE Diiiuun a 

0.1632 

o.im 

Greek Dradum^ 

0.3735 

0.3755 

Cypriot Poond 

1.5260 

(.5390- 


loa 

CM IndiCM for 



Tintivm Clow 

2Z/I2/I99IC10W 

AlkSbare 

13D.16 

129.61 

Banking Sedor 

107.39 

106.S7 


126.45 

m.64 

Industry Sector 

164.03 

163.63 

Services Sector 

143.66 

143.34 


Dwtwbw iU m« > lOQ 




TCJlff 

f« 


1 pi 


fl 






LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

ignHfng world cmcDCics End gold ngainst tbo dollnr at midsession 

ra die LcRKfon foreign exchange and bullion reaiicets Monday* 

(^.Sterting 

1.8710/20 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1. 1566/71 

Canadian doUar 


1.5195/5205 

Deutschemarks 

• 

1.7115/25 

Dutch guilders 


1.3523/33 

Swiss ^ncs 


31.24/29 

Belgian ftancs 

. 

5.1900/2000 

French francs 


1150/1151 

Italian lire 


127.20/30 

Japanese yen 


5.5660/5760 

Sweefish crowns 

- 

6.0000/1000 

Noiwe^an crowns 


5.9250/9300 

Danish crowns 

^ One ounce of gold 

359.00059 JO 

U.S. doUan 


U.S. survey shows 

food, drink and tobacco 
industries leading in profits 


NEW YORK (R) — Stockhol- 
ders of food, beverage and tobac- 
co companies earn returns on 
their investments that are almost 
twice the median for all indus- 
tries. Forbes magazine said Sun- 
day. 

The financial magazine said 
companies such as Coca-Cola Co. 
and General Mills brought share- 
holders an average return of 20 
per cent over the last five years, 
beating all other industries for the 
second year in a row. 

Those companies showed a re- 
turn on equity of 17 per cent for 
the latest 12 months, the report 
said. 

The magazine ranked 1.18U 
American companies in 21 indus- 
tries according to their five-year 
and 12-montb average returns on 
equity. 

The consumer nondurables in- 


dustry — manufactureis of per- 
sonal products such as razors, 
apparel and toys — was the 
runner-up, with a five-year aver- 
age return on equity of 18 per 
cent. 

The health industry, including 
pharmaceuticals companies and 
health care providers, placed 
third at 17.9 per cent. The sector 
was number one throughout the 
1980s. 

The study found the median 
12-month return on shareholders' 
equity in all industries dropped to 
9.9 per cent, compared with 12.1 
per cent last year. It was the first 
time the figure has fallen below 
10 per cent since 1972. the maga- 
zine said. 

Ranked individually. Holly 
Coip, a small petroleum refining 
company based in Dallas, was 
ranked the most proRuble U.S. 


company. Forbes noted that Hol- 
ly shareholders got an average 
return of 68.3 per cent over the 
last five years. 

La Gear, last year's first- 
ranked company, slipped to fifth 
place after failing to make a profit 
in the latest 12-month period. 

Some of the other profitable 
companies included Microsoft 
Corp. Nike Inc, Harley-Davidson 
and Philip Morris. 

King World Productions rank- 
ed first in terms of efficiency, 
which Forbes based on profits 
and sales per employee and debt 
levels. 

King World, which distributes 
Syndicated Television, earned 
almost as mush as the ABC teie- 
%TSiOD network last year, with 
fewer than 500 employees on its 
payroll, according to the repon. 


Egypt announces plans 

to reform public sector 


Taiwan currency reserves 


hit record $80 biiiion 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan’s foreign 
currency reserves, the world’s 
largest, have soared to a new 
record of about SW billion and 
are stiU rising, central bank ofR- 
dals have said. 

‘"Ibey are climbing quite rai»d- 
ly and could hit S81 billion by the 
end of this year,” one said. 

The reserves, which stood at 
S72.44 billion at the end of last 
year, are being swelled by 
Taiwan's huge tra^ surplus and 
eamiugs bom interest. 

Central bank intervention in 


the foreign exchange market to 
slow a rise in the Taiwan dollar 
has also boosted the reserves, 
economists say. 

Economic officials say the re- 
'serves will help Taiwan to finance 
imports of technology and 
madiinery for an ambitious six- 
year, $300 telUon economic de- 
velopment plan that started this 
year. 

Privately, they also say the size 
of the reserves is helping Taiwan 
gain more recognition from fore- 


Hanoi gives Vietnamese 
wider work opportunities 


HANOI (R) — Vietnam, in an 
effort to cope with unemploy- 
ment and earn more hard curren- 
cy, has Issued its first goveminem 
regulatimi allowing workers to 
negotiate their own overseas 
lab^r contracts. 

The regulation said workers 
could seek jobs abroad as indi- 
viduals or in work teanis, could 
transfer earnings home and 
would not pay more than 30 per 
cent of their Varies as state tax, 
the Vietnam News Agency 
(VNA) has said. 

“According to the regulation, 
sending Vietnamese employees 
abroad is a measure to resolve the 
job problem, help them make 
money and increase revenue in 
bard currency for the country,” it 


said. 

Vietnam has sent workers in 
the past to the Soviet Union and 
eastern Europe to repay trade 
credits, but tens of thousands 
have come home in recent years 
and joined the ranks of the unem- 
ployed. . . 

VNA said local workers could 
gO- abroad under agreements 
signed by Hanoi and other gov- 
ernments, by local and foreign 
companies or by the workers 
themselves with local or foreign 
firms. 

According to official figures, 
nearly six per cent of Vietnam’s 
40-miliion strong labour force is 
unemployed. But some Western 
economists estimate urban unem- 
ployment at 20 per cent. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


BfHMBAY — A bullish wave swept the Bombay Stodc Exchange 
(BSE) ahead of the end of calendar 1991. The BSE index leapt 
41.84 pmnts, or 2.24 per cent, to 1,915.12. 

FSANKFURT — Share prices gently drifted to another lower 
close before a three-day holiday break. The 30-Share Dax Index 
finisfaed 3.7 points lower at 1439.^ after meandering in a 
fivo^joint range. 

ZURICH — Shares closed steady to sKgbtly lower in very thin 
pierbofiday trading. The All-Share Swiss Perfoimance Index shed 
one point to dose at 1,015.6. 

PARIS — A rise in French ofiEdal interest rates, although widely 
eqiected, dragged the bourse to its lowest dose in nme than 10 
months in quiet, pre-holiday trade. The CAC-40 Index feD 14.93 
pcnnts, or 0.91 per cent, to l,ffi3.7. 

LONIXW — The market shrugged off alarm that die Bank of 
England might boost interest rates to cut s harp early losses and 
dose just a Ut lower. The 100-share FTSE Index, extending a 
recent slump, finished 12.7 points lower at 2,345.4. 

NEW YORK — U.S. blue d^ rose to new sessiOD highs in late 
monpng trading after positive sentiment over tiie Federal 
Reserve's interest rate cut wiped out early losses. The Dow 30 
average was up 9.84 points at 11.55 a.m. (1655 GMT). 



COMMANDO 

SQUAD 



Patrick Swayze and 
Demi Moore 
in 

GHOST 


Stiows: 12:30. 3:30. 6: IS, 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 
Cinema ~ Tel: 62S1S5 

RAINBOW 



ign countries and break out of the 
imenutkmal isolation caused by 
its diplomatic rivalry with China. 

Central bank offidals said the 
reserves would continue to in- 
crease early next year but the 
pace could slow b^use of an 
expected rise in imports to fuel 
die economic development plan. 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt announced 
details Monday of plans to reform 
its vast and inefficient public sec- 
tor. the bean of a ^ogramme 
agreed with the World Bank to 
transform the ooimtiy into a free 
market economy. 

After nearly 40 years of state 
control of the economy, public 
sector firms emi^oy more than a 
million people and account for 
over half the gross domestic pro- 
duct. 

The semi-official newspaper A! 
Ahram quoted. Planning Minis- 
ter Kamd Ganzouri as saying 
reforms included selling the 
state’s share in 245 joint public/ 
private sector ventures, privatis- 
ing some “small or non-essential” 
public sector assets, and en- 
ooura^ng state firms to rent idle 
plants to private enterprise. 

Mr. Ganzouri gave no commit- 
ment to privatise 393 companies 
at present wholly owned by die 
state and he said the government 
would keep full ownership of 
public utilities and military indus- 
tries on the grounds that they 
were “strategic.” 

World Bank sources said 
Egypt’s profitable oil industry 
.was excluded. 

But Mr. Ganzouri said poblic 
sector oxnpanies would be free 
to sell sharK and raise cafntal in 
other ways from investors. 

He said public assets would be 
sold to the private sector “both 
local and foreign” and a V/estem 
economist said recently-passed 
laws placed no restriction on fore- 
ign investment in Egyptian 
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The [dans for public sector 
reform are part of a far-reaching 
pro g ra mm e of economic change 
agreed last month vrith the Worid 
Bank, help ease the transition. 

Before the agreement could be 
signed and the first half of the 
released. Egypt had to pass a 
new public sector law and issue 
regulations detailing bow it would 
be implemented. 

To obtain the second half of 
the loan next July, holding com- 
panies independent of the gov- 
ernment must be set up to own 
the public sector businesses, and 
two thirds of the businesses must 
be reconstituted as subsidiaries of 
the holding companies. 

Other parts of the programme 
indnde liberaliang prices, freeing 
fordgn trade and clearing away 
bureaucratic restrictions on pri- 


vate investment. 

The programme dovetails with 
tough disciplines which Egypt has 
agreed with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) vnth the 
aim of providing a more stable 
climate for economic growth. 

Egyptian and foreign econom- 
ists say many questions remain 
about public sector reform. 

Failure to appoint a minister in 
charge of the changes, a key 
provision of the new public sector 
law, reflects nneertainty in tte 
gnvernment. Economists said 
Prime Minister Atef Sedki took 
the job himself to delay the sensi- 
tive step of setting up a new, 
independent power centre to 
drive change forward. 

One leading Egyptian econom- 
ist, who preferred not to be 
named, said nothing short of full 
privatisation would work and 
listed three shortcomings of fhc 
government’s plans. 

He said private investors would 
not put money into businesses in 
v^ch the state still owned major- 
ity control, they would baulk at a 
requirement to distribute 10 per 
cent of profits to workers and 
they would not accept a require- 
ment that workers should make 
up half the board of directors. 

Another prominent Egyptian : 
economist. Hazem A1 Beblawi nf * 
the Export Development Bank of _ 
Egypt, said public sector reform 
could not sensibly start until laws ' 
on private property and commer- ‘ 
dal contracts had been darified, 
the tax system simplified and 
higher staxiidards set for auditors. 


British trade deficit widens 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s trade 
gap widened in November de- 
spite a recession which should in 
theory sap demand for imports, 
government statistics showed 
Monday. 

Hie November current defidt 
was £587 million (1.1 billion) last 
month after £561 million (Sl.QS 
bfllion) in October. 

But some economists were en- 
couraged by a tiny 1.2 per cent 
rise in November import values, 
seeing a hint of .scMne recovery in 
domestic demand from lows 
reached, in the worst of the reoes- 
aon. 

The data offered scant Christ- 
mas cheer to Conservative Prime 
Minister John Major, who must 
call a general election next year. 


The pound, on a downward 
curve after the German central 
bank raised its interest rates last 
week, was further jolted by the 
trade figures. It fell almost 1.5 
pfennings to 2.839S marks. 

Maiicets were on edge for the 
Bank of England to raise British 
interest rates to defend the pound 
in the European community ex- 
change rate mechanism (ERM) 
cnirency grid. 

In the event, the bank left base 
lending rates undianged at 10.5 
per cent Monday but fear of a rate 
rise gripped the stock exchange, 
which was down 23j6 points to 
24^<5 by midday. 

Siich a rise could stop a 
tenuous rebound from the year- 
long recession and hurt millions 
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nAUAN/SRftNISH SHOES ■ ■ ■ 

LACHES/GENTS/GIRLS ■ HiB 


On the occasion of Christmas & New Year 
granting SPECIAL DISCOUNT 
from 24/12 to 31/12/91 . 

Bayader Wadi Seer near Jordan Bank.Tei: 814431 


Fully equipped super deluxe furnished apt. 3 bedrooms, big 
sitting room and dining room. 2 bathrooms and big kitchen, with 
tei., video set and T.V. sets. Central heating and car park. Total 
area: 16Bm^. 

Located in Um Odana. 

Call: 810703 
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of voters who have monthly mort- 
gage (home loan) repayments to 
make. 

Mr. Major’s Conservatives 
have been runiiing level with or 
just behind the opposition 
Labour Party in opinion polls for 
several months. Last week, his 
government introduced 
emer]^ii^ relief meanmes for 
people who caimot pay their 
mortgage bills. 

So^ analysts wondered if a 
rate rise would do mudi to help 
the pound. The Conservatives are 
regarded as pro-business and any- 
tfahig appearing to dama^ th^. 
election hopes might be seen ass 
bad for the currency. 

Monday’s figures showed the 
defidt on trade — exduding so- 
called “inidsibles” like bank and 
insurance tnnsfen — rose to £881 
milfioa (S1.64 billion) from £861 
million ($1.60 biiiion) in October. 


Underlying exports have fallen 
1.5 per cent in the last three 
months, while imports have risen 
by 0.5 per cent. 


URGENT 

One of biggest textile 
fabric exporter in Am- 
man. Any buyer in- 
terested please contact 
at Jerusalem Hotel, 
Room 514. Tel. 665121 

AtL Mr. Manchanda' 
Frm: M/S. Sri Gurdev 
Co., Ltd^ 

Bangkol^ Thailand 


SMALL VILLA FOR RENT 

2 bedrooms, dining room, spacious reception area, 
modem kitchen, servant quarter, garage and large gar- 
den. 

Nicely located in Al Ferdous Model Town — Dabouk. 

Tel. 665999 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

IN A QUIET NICE AREA, 3 BEDROOMS, 3 B.4THROOMS, 
CENTRAL HEATING 


TEL «662011» 
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American, English and ScandinsMan furniture 

the gift shop 
Khan Al Khalili products 

New goods have arrived at (he gift section: 
painted baskets, mirrors and boxes. 

Brass and wood hames, aiabesqae, silver 
ll/lenis, papyrus, ceramics, band-made and 
- cohuied g^ass, various medals,, 

:<.% Asfour crystal chandeliers. 


tkMAnmun TA 641SS^^S747 




^ (gifts Palact 

*StyUsh Italian shoes for women and 
men 

*leather goods, a^ers and crystals 
*Accessoties — petfumes 

* Frames — smokers' items 

* Watches — neckties 
Amman’ Skmeisad, behind Htgm Arts Center, 1FL:680!988 


The best place to duHtse your gifts 

from intemational trademarks 
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Gorbachev doubts new 


Bonn recognises Croatia, Slovenia 


commonwealth can survive 


ROME (Agencies) — Soviet 
President l^kfaail Gorbachev 
said in an interview broadcast 
Monday he did not believe the 
new Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States formed 1^ nearly all 
the Soviet republics would sur- 
vive. 


Interviewed by Italian radio, 
Mr. Gorbadiev also suggested he 
still controlled the Kre mlin duo 
lear weapons button. 

Mr. Gorbachev accused Rus- 
sian Preadent Boris Yeltsin, the 
driving force behind the new 
commonwealth, of being nn- 
democratic and repeated calls for 
a final sesaon of die Suprero 
Soviet to declare the Soviet Un- 
ion dead. 

Adced if he ooindered himself 
the bead of die oppoation to Mr.- 
Yeltsin, he said: 

“I dCT*t believe in this new 
oommunity. I believe it cannot 
survive. It will not manage to 
create the medianisiiis of coor- 
dinadon. I drink it will lack agree- 
ment and the normal fiinctioning 
of institiitions, which is what we 
need now.** 

Bat he said be would not lead 
active opposition to the common- 
wealth for fear that this oonld 
cause more harm. 

Eleven Soviet republics formed 
the new Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States at a meeting in the 
Kazakh capital of Alma-Ata 
Saturday and told Gorbachev 
that the Soviet Union and his job 
no longer existed. 

lliey postponed until Dec. 30 a 
decision on who wfll control the 
Soviet nuclear arsenal, q^int- 
ing Soviet Defence Minister 
Yevgeny Staaposhmkov tempor- 
ary arm^ forces chief until that 
date, when republican leaders 
win meet to set up a permanent 
structure. 

In the interview — taped Satur- 


day in the Kremlin while dw 
Alma-Ata meeting was in prog- 
ress — Mr. Gorbachev was 
asked: "‘Do yon still have the 
briefcase with tbe button for the 
nuclear command? 

He answered: **In my briefcase 
dieie are many diing^ that you 
should not knw about. There 
are always tilings that it is better 
not to know. It is probable, 
however, that the atomic brief- 
case, wliidi wei^ a kilogramme 
and a half, is still with me.'” 

Refeniag to his c^iposition to 
the new commonw^tb, Mr. 
Gorbachev said: "The greatest 
dangm are boro of the mviaons 
of the country and I, as president, 
must react. 

This is my political position 
and my conviction. Bnt since the 
Supreme Soviets of the repuUics 
have decided to (to go their own 
way) I don’t think I should 
counterpoise my convictions in 
this difficalt sitnation, with tbe 
risk of definitely dividing socie- 
ty.” 

Mr. Gorbachev contested the 
lepuUics’ declaration that the 
Soviet Union was dead, saving 
only the now-defunct Supreme 
Soviet could make such a deci- 


ers, Mr. Gorbachev said: "Tor 
me, they have pmsoned the air. 
Th^ have hnmfliated me. I can 
be humiliated." 

Mr. Gorbachev said the events 
leading to fmnation of tbe oom- 
monwealth were not a co u p, as 
some people bad so^gest^. But 
he said tfa^ were nnoonstitntion- 
al. 

""I don’t think this is a coop, 
rm just saying that the process of 
transition has tofoUow the consti- 
tnticmal course. I told Yelt- 
sin: "If you se demooats, if you 
are authentic lefonners yon must 
always act accordiiig to the laws 
and rules, otherwise people wiO 
ask if you are notfamg but street 
definquents,"’ Mr. Gorbachev 
said. 

In a separate development, re- 
bel trops seeking to oust a piesi- 



hddiail Gorbachev 


dent they call dictatorial pum- 
d Gi 


sioo; 

"It is not reasonable to dunk 
diat someone arrives, and de- 
clares that the Supreme Soviet 
has been liqoidated, the Kremlin 
and all its possessions are 
nationalised,” he said. 

"Is it not indicative diat the 
new personalities do not answer 
to anyone? Is this not shameful 
for our democratic process?” 

""I think that a final sesskm of 
the Supreme Soviet shotdd neoes- 
s^y be held... and it will be the 
(Supreme) Soviet diat will de- 
clare the end of the existence of 
the Soviet Union.” 

Of Mr. Yelttin and his ftilow- 


meled Georgia’s parliament 
bnilding with rocket and 
madune.^^ fire Monday, step- 
ping up a fieioe power struggle in 
die Caocasns nation. 

Geoigia is the only former 
Soviet republic, apart fiom the 
Baltics, that h^ refused to join 
the new oommonwealdi. Fitting 
by forces vying for control of die 
republic broire out Sunday in 
TUlisi, its ca|u^. 

Death tofl estimates varied, but 
hfirab Kvitadtivili, Geor;^’s de- 
pD^ health minister, said at least 
18 peofrie had been kflled and 140 
wobncM. 

The embattled president, 
Zviad Gamsakbnidia, was re- 
ported hidiiig Monday in the 
basement of the parliam^ bodld- 
ing. Late Sunday, he rqected 
op po titi oo calk for hk rc^na- 
tion and an ofier of safe passage 
out of Georgia. 

Mr. Gam^klnirdia, a former 
political dissident, has been his 
power base erode since May 


when he woo a landslide victory 
in Georgia’s first dnect presidea- 
tial electi(». Critics accuse him of 
dosing down newspapers, de- 
nying the oppositkm access to 
television and refiisiiig to release 
political prisoners. 

The state-run Georgian 
National Information Agency re- 
ported Monday that SO people 
were hmt in the fighting but 
daimed the situatioo "was under 
the control of the president.” 

In Moscow Mr. Yeltsin met 
Monday with Mr. Gorbachev to 
discuss the transition of power 
after Saturday’s formation of the 
commonwealth, said Nikolai Por- 
tugakiv of Mr. Gorbachev's press 
office. 

In an apparent reference to 
Mr. Gorbachev’s impending res- 
ignation, Mr. Portugalov said the 
two presidents were cfiscussing 
‘"the time of die event that every- 
one is expecting." 

Mr. Gorbaiihev has said that he 
would make a dedtion on his 
poGtical future after receivmg the 
documents from die oommon- 
wealth meeting in the Kazakhstan 
caftital Alma-Ata. 


Right-wing puts Mandela, | Universities closed after 


De Klerk on hit list 


JOHANNliSBl'RC. \ 

— Ri^t-wing extremists in South 
Africa are plotting to kill Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk and ANC 
leader Nelson Mandela, police 
said Monday. 

“We are aware of a hit list 
containing their names." 

And Order Mini r\ spokesm:iii 
Craig Kotze told reporier**. "We 
are taking the ihre;i« ol righi-miit: 
terrorism \er\ Nern*usl\." 


He said the start of talks on a 
non-racial constitution over the 
weekend appeared to have spur- 
red white extremists opposed to 
political reform into action. 


vyeek of Cambodian protests 


Right-wing groups have been 
blairii^ for fim bomb attacks in 
recent days, most aimed at black 
or multi-racial targets. No one 
was wounded in the attacks'but 
extensive damage was caused. 


N.Korea announces intention 


to sign nuclear safeguards 


SEOUL (AP) — North Korea 
Monday amumnced its intention 
to sign nudear safeguard agree- 
ments that could le^ to outside 
inflections, but the announce- 
ment was uncleaT as to uhetber 
there were conditioiis. 

It was North Korea’s first offi- 
dal statement that it would sign 
the safegoaids, and South Ko- 
rean offidak it appeared to 
be a p(»itive step towmds ending 
tfaepenhisnla'*s midear arms race. 

Scoal has said the North k 
within a few years of develofring a 
nudear weapon, and the issue is 
aggravating attempts to reduce 
fingering cold war tensions be- 
tween the heavily aimed Koreas. 

The signing of safeguards 
would be the fiist step towards 
aUowing inflections of suspected 
nndear aims fedlities and otiier 
parts of the North’s nndear 
jupgramme. 

The Noitii Korean statement 
demanded that Wasbingtoa oon- 
finn the withdrawal of its nndear 
weapons fiom South Korea and 
called for dned U.S.-North Ko- 
rean talks on inspections. 

A U.S. congressman visiting 
Seoul after talks with North Ko- 
rean leaders said Washington 
ntight accede to the North’s de- 
mand to verify tbe withdrawal of 
midear weapons. Washington 
has in the rejected dnect 
talks witii the Norto. 

Sonth Korean offidak said 
they were conliised 1^ a key 
paragraiA of the Nortii Korean 
announcement which seemed 
amUgnous. 

The North Korean Foreign 
Kfinktry statement said Nmtb 
Korea will sign a safeguards 
accord "on the premise’' that the 
United States will confirm it has 
removed its nndear arsenal fiom 
the South. Offidak said they 
were oonftised bV wonfii^ 
and unsure whetiier it alluded to 
more conditions. 

As international pressure has 
escalated on Nmifa ^lea to sign 
the safi^pards and allow inspec- 
tions, tile Commimist nation has- 
beap^ on oonditicKis for doing 


resolved,” U.S. Rep. SteiHian J. 
Solaiz told a news conferuioe, "h 
could lead to grave consequ- 
ences — 1 hope I am wrong. The 
dock is tickmg. Time k running 
out." 

Mr. Sdaiz said be qient mme 
than seven hours last 'week with 
Noitii Korean leaders, induding 
hours with Piesideat Kim D 
Simg, and left "distoibed and 
disimtyed.” 

"Noitfa Korea seems more in- 
terested in avoidmg a satisfactoiy 
resolution of the nudear problem 
than in fedlitating one,” Mr. 
Solaiz said. 


PHNOM PENH (R) — The 
nmom Pehn government dosed 
all universities and collies in the 
Cambodian capital Monday, after 
a weekend of violent protests that 
Idled three people, seriously in- 
jured dozens and delayed peace 
moves. 

“My government is afraid,” an 
official said. 

A student in front of the locked 
gates of Phnom Penh University, 
gumded by four riot policemen, 
said: “They closed all the univer- 
sities because they were afraid 
the students would strike.” 

The engineermg, technical and 
economics sdiook were shut and 
the medical sdiool in the diy 
centre was empty. 

The arrest of a student at the 
medical sclrool Saturday morning 
touched off a series of violent 
confrontations between students 
and police. Streets echoed with 
gtufro. 

The stndents, u4io had figured 
in some of last week's incieasiqg- 


ly striden anti-oomiption pro- 
tests, stormed a police station to 
free their colleague, fighting 
hand-to-hand with officers. 

Students hurled paving stones 
and police answered with volleys 
of gjunfire over tiieir heads. 


BONN (R) — Germany formally 
icGogni^ the breakaway Yugos- 
lav republics of Croatia and 
Slovenia Monday, climaxing a 
campaign that has raised ques- 
tions about Bonn’s assertive role 
in European politics. 

Germany mil open diplomatic 
relations witb the two repjiblics 
on Jan. IS, the European Com- 
muni^s (EC) deadline for reoog- 
nising all repifolics winch live up 
to an EC good conduct list 

"In the view of the German 
government, the Republics of 
Slovenia and Croatia fulfil the 
conditions defined by the Euro- 
pean Community.” the' Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement 
announcing the decision. 

Under the EC conditions — 
agreed in a compromise to pre- 
serve the facade of unity ^er 
long debates between Germany 
and more cautious members — 
tbe republics must pledge to up- 
hold ^mocracy, respea human 
and minority rights and renonnce 
tbe use of force to change bor- 
ders. 

The Foieigin Ministry said the 


German consulsrgencral in Ljubl- 
jana and Zagreb would deliver 
letters of recognition Monday 
from German President Richard 
von 'Weizsaecker. 

Germany came under heavy 
criticism from its EC paitimrs for 
hs determined drive to win si^ 
port for Slovenia and Croatia, 
wbi^ declared independence 
from Yugoslavia last June. 

Thousands of people have been 
killed since then in fighting in 
Otoatia between Croatian forces 
and tbe republic’s Serb minority, 
backed by Serbia and tbe 
Serbian-led federal army. 

Several EC members argued 
that recognition could not stop 
tbe bloodshed and risked spread- 
ing tbe Yugoslav war to the cen- 
tral republic of Bosnia- 
Heizegovina viiere Croats, Serbs 
and Muslims live. 

"We went along with Bonn in 
the end just to preserve some sort 
of foreign policy unity, not be- 
cause we thou^t this was a good 
policy,” a West European diplo- 
mat in Bonn said. 

The unusually assertive cam- 


paign also aroused conceni that 
Germany — sinoe unification last 
year by far the largest and most 
pQ^fiferfiii EC state — was flexing 
its rousdes and defending Ge^ 
man interest after decades of 
restraint. 

Germans have generally wel- 
ccNned Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
aippoit for the two republic, 
which they see as upstanding 
Roman Catholic nations friis- 
tnted in their drive for freedom 
by Europe’s last Communist 
strongmen, the Serbs. 

But influential newspapers 
have be gnn to critidse Bonn for 
pushing ahead too quickly and 
angering neighbours vdio rKalled 
that Nazi Gennauy was ffie 
strongest suppler of Croatia's 
frisdst ^te during World War 11. 

“If Bonn isn’t playing power 
politics, what is it doing?” The 
Munich daily Sueddeutsche 
Zeitung asked. 

"The march of German fordgn 
policy has ended for the time 
bemg in a noman’s land between 
hope and fear,” tbe weekly Die 
Zdt commented. 


Aristide accepts choice of new premier 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
accepted tbe senate’s choice of 
the Communist Party leader to be 
prime nrinis teT, breaking a dead- 
lode in talks over Mr. Aristide’s 
return to power, offidak said 
Sunday. 

But the Mmp of one candidate 
for tbe post deputed the daim, 
and the deposed president, Mr. 
Aristide, was not inunediately 
availaUe for comment. 

Senate President Dejean Be- 
fizaire said Communist Party 
leader Rene Theodore would 
bead a new govemment that would 
prepare for Mr. Aristide's return. 
He gave no iiKfication vdien tiiat 


miglit occur. 

The annouDoement after two 
days of negotiations between Au- 
gnsto Rantirez Ocampo, envo^ of 
tile Organisation ctf Ammican 
States (OAS), and Haitian poli- 
tical ai^ militaiy leaders. 

Aristide authorises him to 
aimounoe that he would accept 
Mr. Theodore as (nime minister 
"if it is tile win of the parliameo- 
taiy majority, for it k dins that be 
interprets tte wQl of the Haitian 
peqile.” 

Mr. Theodore, a moderate, is 
widely respected by Haitian 
politicians. Mr. Aristide pre- 
vionsly had been reluctant to 


acoept die. politician, ao- 
ensed Mr. Aristide of abuse of 
power and enoouiagfrig mob vio- 
lence during his seven months in 
office as Haiti's first democratical- 
elected president. 

'\^ctor Benmt, a leader of a 
pio-Aristide coalition and possi- 
Ue cbo^ for prime minister, 
said be had "stn^ doubts” that 
Mr. Aristide acceded to Mr. The- 
odore's sriection. 

"Until we bear directly ftmn the 
mouth of ftesidmit Aiktide that 
be has diosea Theodore and not 
Mctor Benoit, we of tbe National 
Ftont fiv Change and Democracy 
consider Bencrit to be Aristide’s 
doioe,”Mr. 


Firebombs bring chaos to London 


In tbe afternoon stndents took 
over tbe main streets of the dty, 
hurling stones at police, and in 
the evening attacked two police 
stations. It was then that the army 
was called out and the sound of 
heavy gunfire filled the night. 

One student was shot in the 
chest as he and his cmiuades set 
fire to a police staLon. Another 
civilian and a soldier died from 
gunshot wounds, doctors and 
offidak said. 


The government Sunday 
announced an 8 p.m. to S a.m. 
curfew. Gunfire was heard later 
that nigfrt. 

Foreign Minister Hor 
Namhong said protests would not 
need govern men t permission . 


LONDON (R) — Suspected Irish 
guerrilla fiieb^bs forced police 
to shut London’s underground 
rail system on Monday, creating 
chaos for half a million rush bonr 
commuters. 

One incendiary bomb went.off 
under a seat in a train at Hairofw- 
On-The-HUl. Police said nobody 
was hurt and tiie network was 
partially ret^ned after three 
boms following searches. 

The polioe did not immediately 
blame Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) guerrillas who are fighting 
to end British role in Northern 
Ireland. 

But last Monday the IRA para- 
lysed London’s above-ground 
British Rail commuter network 
by putting a small bomb on the 
tzadE at Qapham, one of tbe 
world’s busiest rail junctions. 

A firebomb also ignited this 
Monday in a British 1^1 train at 
a depot. The authorities said it 
was a train used to c^ierate an 
eiqness service from London to 
Stansted AirptM, a base for holi- 
day charter flights. 

Besides taigetting the travel 


network, IRA cells active in 
mainland Britain have placed 
firebombs in shops in recent 
weeks in a low-risk campaign to 
inflict economic pain on the Brit- 
kfa. 

About-, one - million people 
usually use tbe Lmidon under- 
ground railway — known as "the 
tube” — on woridi^ days, but 
offidak said only about h^ that 
number had expected to 
travel Monday. Many commuters 
have already b^un Christinas 
holidays. 

Meanwhile, for the IRA, the 
weekend carn^ in Nortiiem 
Ireland gave the worst possible 
mess^ to tbe world — tiiat the 
conflict in the British {xovince is 
between Protestants Catho- 
lics locked in sectarian warfare. 

Five people died in a vicious 
tit-for-tar war between PnMes- 
tants and renegade Republicans 
that ai^ieared to herald a bloody 
Christmas of shootings of inno- 
cent dvihans. 

The Iririi Repubtican Anny 
(I^) says it is fighting to oust 
Britain firmn the province and to 


nnite'frelai^. It does not want to 
be dragged into sectarian revenge 

IrilKnes 

(2oick to distance itself from 
tile weekmd sbomii^, it took 
the unusual step of issning a 
detailed statement in Dublin dis- 
sqdating itself from tbe blood- 
shed. 

“In the last 72 hous, tiiere has 
bemi a series of kiUings and 
attempted killings uiiicfa serve no 
purpose odier than to direct 
attention away from Biftain's 
central role in tins coifffict,” it 
said. 

Renegade Republican 
gioi^, wfaiefa tbe IRA has urged 
several times to dkband, were 
blamed for three of die killings — 
two customers shot in a Belfast 
bar and a teena^ stndent killed 
trying to save father from a 
gnn attach 

Protestant exte mi sts, u4io have 

already said diey win not recipro- 
cate if the IRA calk a Christaus 
ceasefire, retaliated by a 
Catixdic married to a pTotestant 
and spraying bullets round a pub 
fhn of Snn&y drinkeis. 


Bush says 1991 was a year of mixed emotions 


In talks with Mr. Solaiz Mon- 
day, PresideDt R<A Tae-Woo re- 
jected direct talks between North 
Korea and Washington on nuc- 
lear issues, Mr. Ffoh's security 
adviser, Kim Quk^Hni, said. 

Mr. Striarz indicated that he 
might introduce a resolution in 
the U.S. Congress to bi^ pre^ 
ure on Nortii Korea, ffr. Kim 


Mr. Roh dedaied South Korea 
nndear-free last week, in effect 
stating that U.S. midear war- 
heads had been removed. The 
aunonnoement had been aimed at 
proddmg North Korea to allow 
inspectimis. 


Tbe protracted delay has given 
e Ncra more time to bimd a 
arsenal, U.S. offidak 


If the nndear issue is not 


.‘'Hearing only titt words of the 
South Korean chief executive, 
one cannot properly andemtand 
if tiie nuclear weapems have been 
withdrawn or not,” said the 
Noitfa Korean Foreign ministiy 
statesnenL 

"If it is tnie that U.S. nndear 
weapons have been completely 
witfamann; from Sonfo Korea 
ai^ nndear weapons no longer 
exist there as (Roh) had 
announced, we wdeome this,” it 
sakL 

Mr. Solaiz, chair man of the 
House Suboommittee on Asian 
and Pacific Affairs, was die first 
American poHtictan to discuss 
nudear issues with the Nortii 
Korean leaders since nndear oon- 
ceros escalated earlier this year. 

The United States has a long- 
standing poUcy of neither con- 
firming nor draying the location 
of Hs nndear we^rons overseas. 

North^ and Sontii Korea have 
been bitter livak since their 
penmsola was divided at the end 
^ World War n in 1945. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush says “tim 
agony of a very riow economy” 
h^ made 1991 a year of mn^ 
emotxMis after victory in the Gulf 
war and the growth of donocracy 
in Eastern Europe. 

"Tt^ng to oopiB witii tins eco- 
nomy is extraordmarily difficult," 
Mr. Bush told C-Span, the cable 
television indnstiy's I^blic Ser- 
vice Channel. 

Bnt Mr. Bush, in an interview 
taped X^riday and broadcast Sun- 
day, cantioned critics not to count 
.him out, despite his recent plunge 
in the polk. 

That decline has just gotten 
"tiie oompetitive juices” flowing, 
said Mr. Bush. “I like the 
combat.” 

Mr. Bndi, who has already 
raised millions of dirilais for hk 
19^ re-election race, said: ‘Tve 
been nnderestimated before and 
they oi^t not to nnderKtimate 
me agam becanse Fm gmng to 
take my case out to the American 
people, get this economy turoed 
around and FU be ready.” 

The president describe 1991 
as "a year of mixed emotio n s. 
...A year of up and down.” 

Dramatic changes abroad 
made tins "a more peaceful world 
for onr lads to gr^ up in,” he 
said, that tiiere was 

"tbe agony of a very slow eco- 
iKMuy at home that hurt a lot of 
good pec^.” 

bfr. Bi^ called die Federal 
Reserve Board’s 1 pereeat^n 
pmnt cut in the di scou n t rate, to 
3.S per cent — its lowest level in 

27 ycais — “very good news... 
triiich should have a stimnlative 
effect on the econmny.” 

Mb'. Bush said he relishes tiie 
challenges of the preridmu^., 
"Ttyhig to cope with this eco- 


nomy is extraordinarily difficult,” 
be s^. "Fm determined to suc- 
oed, but I learned firsthand in 
1991 that the buck does stop 
there on that desk — and pn^r- 
ly so.” 

On other topics, Mr. Bush: 

— Said he wouldn't trade the 
.American system for Britain’s 
parfiamentary government. 

"I connt blessings for the 
faoc 1 don’t have to go into that 
frit that John Major stands in, 
nose-to-nose trith ^ opposition, 
all yelling at eadi other.” 

— Crowed about his good 
healtii. 

“Exercise is very important for 
me. ...I'm blessed with a 
tremendous amount of energy,” 
he said. 

‘1 love competitive qiocts,” 
added tiie 67-y^-old prudent. 
“1 can’t wait fiw Christmas Day at 
Camp David to whip up on the 
Marines up tiiere with my three 
sons as the Bush wallyball team 
goes back into action.” 


unavailable.” 

— Called himgcr in America 
“a tragedy,” but said, “there 
have always been homeless, tiiere 
always have been those hnngiy, 
even in affluent countries like 




‘Wallyball** is volleyball play- 
ed indoors on a racc[iietiian court. 

And, the president vowed: 
"Fm not going to be driven off 
tbe golf course. ...I can do two 
things at once: Mind the ooun- 
tz3r’s business and then every once 
in a while, {day golf.” 

— Shrugged Stf New Yoik. 
Gov. Mario Cnomo’s dedsion to 
sk4> the Democratic presidentia] 
race. The other Democrats, Mr. 
Bntii said, were never going to 
"roll over and play dead” for Mr. 
Cuomo. 

"T respect his decisioo. And in 
spite of the fact we yell about 
eadi other from time to time, we 
get along all right,” he said. 

— Said he likes frequent, infor- 
mal news conferences: “It lances 
tbe sores that buDd op if you’re 


oars.” 

Meanwhile, two Democratic 
presidential aspirants charged 
Sunday that Mr. Bush has shirl^ 
responsibility and “is making 
American people feel like 
losers.” 

Gov. Bill CUnton of Arkansas, 
asked if he was not blaming the 
president for the state of the 
economy, reified: 

"Well, I think the presideDt 
was in the driver's seat, and the 
tiling that bothers me about it is 
the way he’s denigrated the idea 
of havtxig a vision to tiie country . 
Pfe has refnsed to accept any 
responsibility.” 

Sen. Bob Kerrey of Nebraska 
said: “At the end tk the odd war, 
Preadent Butii is »ngicing the 
American people feel like losers, 
but we're not losers.” 

Mr. CUnton was interviewed by 
tiie ABC Netwoik, and Mr. Ker- 
rey by CBS. 

In a separate development, 
David Duke and Pal Bu^anan 
are oomplainnig that bostiUty to- 
ward their dark horse candidacies 
from establishment Republicans 
is keeping them off some state 
primary ballots. 

Not sniprisingly, their protests 
aren’t uncrating much sympatiiy 
from party leadm or state elec- 
tion officials. 

Mr. Buc h anan, a conservative 
oohunnist and television com- 
mentatOT, daims he was squeezed 
off the I%b. 25 ballot in Sootii 
Dakota by unfriendly state Re- 
publican leadera. 

Mr. Dnke, a T/nririana legisla- 


tor, former Kn Klux Klan leader 
and neo-Nati udio nnsncoessftilly 
ran for governor and tbe U.S. 
Senate, has been denounced by 
RepubUcan offidals up to and 
induding President Bush as a 
bigot and radst. 

Mr. Duke, who vowed to cfaal- 
lei^ Mr.Bush in all primaries 
but New Hampshire, is en- 
coontering RepubUcan efforts to 
thwart bk Usting on ballots in 
Massaefansetts, Connecticut, 
Rhode Itiand, Oregon, Georgia, 
Florida and Wisconsm. 

In Afichigan, Mai^and and 
other states, party leaders have 
lost bids to fce^ Duke off the 

ballot bnt vowed to work hard for 
fak defeat. 


ing out how to qualify to pres- 
idential primary ballots. Some 
states require petitions with a 
certain nnmber of signatures, 
wfaUe some del^ate the respemsi- 
bilify to party officials. 

In scHne other states, only 
candidates who are serkMudy co- 
vered in tiie national news medja 
can win a berth on the ballot. 


iai 


‘In some states, party offidak 
are breakup tbe law and in some 
other states, legislatures have 
passed laws that are just blatantly 
unfair and unconstitutional,” 
Mark Ellk, a s^kesman to Mr. 
Duke in Louisiana. 

“In Russia and Eastern Europe 
they just threw ont a system 
udiere the party bosses have total 
.control. In Aineiica, we're mov- 
ing toward thk land of system.” 

Altfaou^ Mr. Buchanan hasn’t 
encountered the same concerted 
Republican effort to keep him off 
ballots, be’s still protesting ^ 
tactics. 


Candidates dmiied a spot in 
some primaries can nsoally force 
their way onto the baQot col- 
lecting ermi^ petition statures 
— a tactic Duke snpporters are 
osiiig. 

Party leaders at the state and 
national levek do Ihtie todisgoke 
their contempt for Mr. Duke. 

“We don’t call state party offi- 
dak and tell them to try to keep 
Dnke off tiie balto. They caQ 
us," said B. Jay Cooper, a Re- 
pnblican National ^mmittee 


"let's stop caUing fonk and 
kicking gnys out of the game. Let 
the b^ play,” Mr. Bndianan 
said. 

“If I can find a couple of 

primaries where I can meet David 
Duke and dentcmstrale vdio is tbe 
anthentic consezvative and who k 
bogus, I think that’s much better. 
It's much better to the petty*” he 
added. 

State laws vary widdy in apdl- 


“In those states vriiere they 
have the option of kayin g Dnke 
off die ballot, we’re not dis- 
oonraging that,” he said. 

"We’ve taken onr position on 
Duke^ and on racism and anti- 
Semitism. The nmn 13 just aw» qgly 
man. We’re going to be consis- 
tent in our position a gainsf him,” 
be added. 

Buf'Mr. Cooper said the party 
k following a ififfeient appzoadi 
witii Mr. Buchanan and isn’t en- 
oour^ing party leaders to ex- 
dude him from any ballots. Hek 
off tiie ballot in Sooth Dakota 


because "be Just mksed the dead- 
” Mr. Cooper said. 


National party leaders stress 
tint srixDe they don’t put Mr. 

Buchanan in the same category as 
Mr. Dnke, tb^re not aboot to 
make his dudlenge to Mr. Rmth 
any eaaer. 


.j^ 








Stolen jawbone 
Saint Anthony .■ 
returned to efni^ 

PADUA, Italy, (R) ^ A 

century Christian relic, the jai^.'^ 
bone of orator-Saint 
was returned to a efaunh ia ^ 
north Italian toum of Padm^ 
day, two months aito 
stolen 1^ masked bandto 
recover^ the relic 
Fiuminioo Airport Friday; foais 
before it was apparentiy-^kifie^^ 
fkrwn out of the oouxitiy...T%ke 
thieves took the relic in & goi)]. 
planted silver ct^, inlaid 
mines and sapphfrK and.uptfr 
around 100 mflbon lire (SSQi^BQI^ 
at gunpoint from the Ba^ka 
St. AntlKHiy in Oettfoer. Jim 
policemen carried tbe reik 
thiougfa cheering crowds iateife^ 
church Sunday and a ^lechd nss^ 
was ooodneted to oeldiFate 
safe return. St. Anthony, 

born in Lisbon in U9 S^irbs 
famed to tus g|ft of oiatoiystid 
to bring sinneFS to thdr takes. 
He spent many years in Fadoa, 
where be died in 1231. 

Traffic cops say 
It with flowers 
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WELLINGTON (R) — New 
Zealand Traffic Polioe, mut 
maligned like thdr odleagKs 
around the world, awai^ 
carnations instead of tidc^. k 
motorists Monday as a way 
thanking well-behaved drivtii 
As a Christmas goodwfil gesture^ 
traffic officers stopped niotmim 
and gave them a carhatm 
Semor Sergeant Paul Kennefy 
said: “Too often we are ddiiq; 
something about people who dp 
things wrong ou the road. To- 
day’s the day for those udio are 
driving safely.” 


s 




France relaxes 


christening rules ^ 

PARTS (R) — Antiquated 
Frendi roto gpveramgtfae naood 
parents may give to thdr cfaild^ 
are to be relaxed to cater ^ 
off-beat modem tastes and tbe 
popolation's more oosmopt^tan 
make-up, government officials 
Saturday. Legislation in 
force sinoe tira 1789 rarafaHibo 
allowed dvU regktxm to 
reject names not taken from tbe 
calendar of Catholic _or . ^ 
historical figures. The new rules, 
approved fay the cabinet aadi^ 
to be debat^ in pazfiament, ate . 
intended to take acooniu of die 
pretoenoes of atheist families (X 
frunilies of foreign extraetkm. Bt- 
rents will be altored to use any 
name wbiefa is not jn<^d~to 
make the diiid an object of iidi' i 
cule. Adults wjth embanasai^ 
names will find it easier tojdiai^' 
them. The rales, drawn np fy 
Junior Justice Minister 
Siqiin, also g|ve chikfren boni.oet 
of wetflock the same rig^ 'af 
mheritance as legitimate thfi' 
dren. 


Natalie Cole’s 
mother couldn't be 
happier 


NEW YORK (AP) — Na^ 
Cole’s mother couldn’t be 
pto about her daughter's succbb 
with an album of Nat 
standards. Sfae just doesnVv^ 
to hear it. "Tm very bsqrpj^abpri 
ndiat it's done to her careerisod 
for my hufoand’s,” Ma^ Gift 
says in this Sunday’s ' USA 
Weekend magn^in*-- "Bnt.^h l 
don’t like to listen to (fafatalic'^' 
verafons). I just fed tfad eretf- 
tliing belonged to him.” Nstafie’s 
Unforgettable album, w^~% 
cuts of her late father's 
No. 1 on biDboard charts tins yiac, 
and has sold more ihari 3 
co|^. Her mother's feelni^^ 
ont the aUmm. ran so deep, 
broke down in the recoidihg^d^; 
dk) when her 41-year-<^ri^^ 
ter recorded her “duet” MB 
King _ Cole on Untogcittal^.- 
Natafie's vmce was addedtirb^ 
father's dassic vexriod 
song. "I could only stay 45 u$i' 
notes,” says Maria Cole, wtimq 
husband died in 1965. “Ite«^^ 
such mdnoiies to me. 1 
understands.” 


Florence bans 
daytime traffic 


-> .• 


(R) — Ekwoc^ 
wfl]^ be dosed to ta i yate ’. drs. 
duziz^ the day tiuoughbaf JaBOr 
ary in an att temp t' to.' cdnl^ 

■' 'a‘io^: 


fy ban fimn 9:30 R.m. 1 
doe to start cm Jan. 2; is tirefeop 
drastic of anti-^jolhiticm'ibeaini!^- 
fahra^by several Italiah 
reoenfr days. Rimie^- Mifain 
Naitoha^opaated a systeoiof 
slfoniato fioenoe idates ths 
—care with €idd-jEtaiiiibered|di^. 



witii even- nmnbers. 
next. Air poUutiqu: 




and'fr)^' 
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